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Comrades, 
 

   Recently, DNY received a check from the New 

York State Comptrollerɍs oʟce of unclaimed funds 

for over $86,000.00. This from a post which closed 

several years prior. Over $9,000.00 of the Total 

was for interest on the funds turned over to the 

comptrollerɍs oʟce. NOTE: This is not free money. 

Rather it is being used to oʜset the $250,000.00  
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Greetings Comrades, 

    With the Legislative Conference over with, I 

would like to express my gratitude and thanks to 

my Legislative Team for the outstanding job 

they did at our National Legislative Conference 

in Washington, DC in talking with our Senators 

and Congressman on National Legislative goals 

and our goals here in New York State.    

      We are continuing to do a great job in 

Membership this year, currently Department of 

New York is at 93.29% as of March 12, 2024, 

working toward achieving our goal of 102% by 

30 June 2024.  As a reminder, Commander-in-

Chief Duane Sarmiento has issued a challenge to 

all the Department Commanders with a 

Department Membership Challenge and will 

award the Department of New York $2,750 for 

each of the following membership goals for a 

total of $11,000. These funds if the goals are 

met will be added to the Department 

Membership Budget and will be available to 

assist the Department, District and Posts with 

their recruiting events:   

1. 88% Membership by November 1, 2023 - 

$2750.00 (Did not make) 

2. 95% Membership by February 1, 2024 -      

$2750.00 (Did not make) 

State Commander continued on page 2 

Comrades, 

   There continues to be confusion concerning the 

new Tin Tab Buddy Poppy that was introduced 

last year by the National organization. The new 

Tin Tab Poppy is not a replacement for the  

State Adjutant continued on page 4 
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3. 99% Membership by May 31, 2024 -  

4. 102% Membership by June 30, 2024 - $2750.00 

    The Department of New York missed the ʝrst 2 

thresholds set by National.  With a little push and 

membership drives and with all the Districts participating, 

we can reach our next goal of 99% by May 30, 2024.  In 

order to accomplish our mission in membership and meet 

99% in membership by May 31, 2024, each district needs 

to communicate with the Department of New York 

Membership Chairman Mike Burke and his membership 

team to assist in any membership drives the Districts 

have set up.  Working as a team and communicating with 

the Department of New York Membership Team will bring 

more results in membership and help put Department of 

New York at our goal of 102%.  I also would like to 

congratulate those 50 posts who have attained 100% or 

higher in membership.  ɐLetɍs Meet the Challengeɑ and 

get New York to 102% by 20 June 2024.    

    Community Service Reports, Inspections, Quarterly 

reports, and District All-American Dashboard reporting:  

Inspections are coming along great, looking at the 

Dashboard, the Department of New York is over 75% 

completion of Inspections.   

All the District Commanders know my goal now is to have 

all the Inspections of the District and Posts completed by 

1 April 2024.  Community Service Reports are also about 

75% or better on the Dashboard, but there are still many 

posts in the Districts that still have not reported any 

Community Service Activity.   

    Patriots Pen Ɉ I would like to congratulate our 

Department of New York Patriots Pen 1st Place Winner 

from District 3, Post 8692, Albany New York Gianna Zhang 

as well as all the other students who participated in this 

yearɍs Patriots Pen Youth Essay contest.  I would like to 

also congratulate our Voice of Democracy Department of 

New York Winner Abigail Jung from District 11, Post 

10870, Smithtown, NY, who also placed within the top 13 

at the National level and won the Daniel Sean Wallace 

National Youth Scholarship (NJ) in the amount of 

$2,500.00.  I would also like to thank and congratulate all 

the students who participated in both the Voice of 

Democracy and Patriots Pen competition for their essays 

they wrote. 

    I continue to visit many Districts and post within the 

District and want to thank the District Commanders for 

setting up numerous post visits within their District.  The 

communication and comradeship at each post I visited in 

the Districts were very appreciated.   

State Commander continued on page 3 
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This year we had three department run OTIɍs and 

several District run OTIɍs which were very successful 

and very informative.  

The Legislative committee and department oʟcers went 

to Albany Capital to visit our Legislatures about the 

Departmentɍs 2024 Legislative Priorities, they were well 

informed about our priorities and made it easy to talk to 

them about the issues and concerns. 

1. $ 125,000 for the VFW chapter ʝeld service 

operations. 

2. Guard VA Act. 

3. Charitable Gaming. 

4. Women Veterans Centers. 

The Legislative Conference was held in Washington DC 

March 2-7, 2024 where a large group of New York VFW 

members went and presented our concerns to our 

representatives there. They also were informed about 

our priorities and understood the reasoning behind our 

visit to them. 

I also visited an OTI in District 3 at Post 420 Saratoga 

Springs. 

OTI in Lockport District 7 at Post 2535. 

Visited a District 7 meeting Post 202 Holley. 

Visited a District 8 meeting in Post 6433 Waterloo. 

Went to the informational meeting for District 3 in 

Queensbury Post 6196. 

Department Mid-Winter meeting in Albany 

District 3 meeting in Oneonta Post 1206. 

D2 meeting in Poughkeepsie Post 170. 

District 7 meeting in Lockport Post 2535. 

Attended the District 3 Gold Chevron meeting in Clifton 

Park. 

It was good to visit these places and meet old friends 

and make new friends. 

Yours in Comradeship, 

Les Crossett 

Sr. Vice Commander 

Leslie Crossett 
SR. VICE COMMANDER 

Quartermaster continued from page 1 
we have yet to receive from the ʝscal years 2022-

2023 and 2023-2024.  

   The real reason I am writing about this, is due to 

the funds available to posts and auxiliaries in the 

Comptrollerɍs oʟce. I have repeatedly notiʝed Postɍs 

of their funds and they are not applying for them. My 

suggestion, if a Posts doesnɍt want to go after these 

funds, please send them to the department. Have a 

motion at your next meeting to authorize the 

Department of New York to claim the money. If it 

passed, have the minutes notarized and send the 

minutes to me and I will obtain the fund for the 

Department of New York. 

   As I see it with many posts having ʝnancial issues, 

the Post trustees are not doing their job correctly. 

There is a booklet which anyone may download from 

the national or department website, which provides 

excellent instructions for completing the task at 

hand. NO, the Quartermaster does not complete the 

trusteesɍ reports. The Quartermaster and Adjutant 

provides their records and the trustees review and 

compile the report. 

   Along with the Trustees manual there are manuals 

for the Post Commander and Quartermaster. Please 

download them AND use them. 

Update on properties 

 Lovejoy - Property was sold and we have 

closed the deal. Full report  

 will be provided at the Spring conference. 

 Astoria - The trial part to evict the squatters 

has been completed   

 and the attorneys need to complete their 

summations before the  

 Judge rules on the trial. We have been 

advised there will most likely  

 be an appeal from the squatterɍs attorney. 

 Beekmantown, Baldwinsville, Stockton 

we are waiting for the title and deed  

 

Quartermaster continued on page  5 

State Commander continued from page 2 

     Spring Conference is here, and I am looking 

forward to seeing everyone there. Letɍs ɐMake it 

Happenɑ and ɐMeet the Challengeɑ, working 

together as a team and communicate from the 

Department level down to the District, Post as well 

as our Auxiliary to have a successful year. 

 

Meet the Challenge, 

Daniel L. Kell 

Department of New York State Commander 



State Adjutant continued from page 1 

the traditional Legacy Poppy, it was designed to 

provide a cheaper, lower cost option for Posts that 

were concerned with the increase in cost of poppies. 

Tin Tab Buddy Poppies were in development for 

close to a year and were introduced on the National 

Mall during Memorial Day activities last year. They 

were very favorably received. During the 

development of the Tin Tab Poppy, the National 

organization narrowed its vendor search down to two 

companies, one of which was a US Company, and 

the other was Canadian. The National organization 

contracted its purchase of the Tin Tab Poppies with 

the US Company. As with the traditional Legacy 

Buddy Poppy, Tin Tab Poppies will provide credit 

towards the Commander-in-Chiefɍs All American 

Membership Program which requires each Post to 

purchase three (3) poppies per member. Post 

Auxiliaries are required to coordinate their Poppy 

Orders with their respective Posts as a VFW Post 

Quartermasterɍs name, Member ID number and 

signature is required on the form. Remember that 

your poppies should be ordered a minimum of three 

(3) weeks in advance of your distribution date. If 

you do not receive your order within four weeks of 

placing it with the Department, please contact 

Department Headquarters to report that you have 

not received your order. If you do not report a 

missing order within 90 days of processing, the 

order will not be replaced free of charge and you will 

have to resubmit your order. The Buddy Poppy order 

form is available on the Department Website.  

   As we enter the ʝnal quarter of our administrative 

year, I would again encourage you to utilize the 

Department ɐMemstatsɑ database to evaluate where 

your Post stands statistically. ɐMemstatsɑ is a 

valuable resource that is available to assist you in 

your eʜorts to track your membership percentages, 

conʝrm you reporting requirements and aid you in 

your eʜorts to meet Post minimum requirements for 

Department All-State Program consideration. I would 

also encourage you to utilize the National ɐAll-

Americanɑ Dashboard to record your Postɍs National 

Reporting requirements and progress toward 

achieving National All-American for the 2023-2024 

membership year. The Departmentɍs All-State and 

Nationalɍs All-American Programs exist to recognize 

exceptional leadership, teamwork, and 

accomplishments in membership growth and VFW 

core programs. 

 

Yours in Comradeship, 

Bob Mitchell 

State Adjutant 
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Greetings Comrades  

   Well, I have been fairly busy since our last 

newsletter. February 25th I attended District 7 

meeting in Lockport drove out Saturday beautiful 

day woke up Sunday morning a blizzard welcome to 

western N.Y. I also went to the Capital in Albany with 

Commander Kell and our Legislative team meeting 

with our representatives and lobbying for some of 

our priorities to support our fellow veterans. Next on 

my agenda I traveled to Washington again with our 

commander, our Legislative team and several other 

comrades from our great state of New York. I had 

the privilege of attending the testimony of our 

National Commander in Chief Duane Sarmiento in 

front of the joint Congressional and Senate Veterans 

committee. I also spent a day on the hill with our 

legislative team meeting with our representatives on 

both sides of the aisle. I just have to say our 

Legislative team lead by Ann Marie Hogancamp are 

an excellent team and know what their job is and do 

it pride.  

    As of this writing I have just returned from our 

Spring Conference in Binghamton N.Y., which was a 

well-attended event, we had the honor of our 

National Commander in Chief Duane Sarmiento 

attend our conference. Last evening at our Spring 

Conference dinner we honored our VOD and Patriot 

Pen ʝrst place winners both ladies reading their 

essay and both of them were well deserving winners.  

Congratulations to them both. CIC Sarmiento 

addressed the comrades and quests in attendance 

and believe me he had everyone laughing at times 

and he knows how command attention. Believe me 

when everyone left that room, they know they had 

just heard words of wisdom from a comrade who 

loves and respects veterans.  

   So, comrades I have a few more District meetings 

to attend before our Department convention in June 

at which time I will become Sr. Vice Commander of 

the Department of New York (Hopefully) and until 

then remember MEMBERSHIP, MEMBERSHIP AND 

MEMBERSHIP we have work to be done letɍs get to 

it.  

Yours in Comradeship, 
James MacArthur  

Jr. Vice Commander  

James MacArthur 
JR. VICE COMMANDER 
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transferring the properties to our name and 

the sales will be completed. 

   I would like everyone to seriously consider this 

year, that is being whether your Post should 

Recruit, Merge or Turn in your charter. Donɍt Like 

the sound of this? No. No one does. If you are not 

recruiting, retaining and or reinstating members, 

you are going to end up in one of these categories. 

Along with recruiting, the VFW Programs provide 

the greatest way to present the reasons for joining 

the VFW to the public and to veterans. 

 

VETERANS ARE NOT COMING TO US UNDER 

OUR PRESENT TERMS, we need to attract them 

and ask them. 

 

Yours in comradeship, 

Daniel B. McMahon 

Quartermaster  

Department of New York 

dmcmahon@vfwny.com  

518 414-2605 

Gene Ratigliano 
PSC  

 NATIONAL COUNCIL 
  MEMBER 

January, February, March 2024    5 

Hello Comrades: 

 

   I just returned from a very exciting National 

Legislative Conference which will now be called the 

Washington Conference in Washington, D.C. and the 

presentations of the annual awards for the Voice of 

Democracy and Patriotɍs Pen contests.  The reason 

for the name change is that much more is being 

done during this conference in addition to legislation 

and provides National more latitude in being able to 

invite guests from DoD and other agencies as part of 

the conference. It was again rewarding to see each 

of those students being recognized getting their 

scholarship awards and, in particular, the 

outstanding ʝrst place winners in the reading of the 

winning essays.   

   VFW National Commander Duane Sarmiento 

testiʝed before a joint hearing of the House and 

Senate Committees on Veteransɍ Aʜairs.  The VFW 

delivered its top legislative priorities of Ɍclaim 

sharks,ɑ ʝxing concurrent receipt, and combating 

veteran suicide.  As part of the eʜort to crack down 

on these predators the VFW is urging the passage of 

the GUARD VA Beneʝts Act (H.R. 1139/S.740 

which reinstates the criminal penalties against these 

claim sharks and just reinforces the law.  A major 

push was also made for the Major Richard Star 

Act  (H.R. 1282/S.344) which will enable Chapter 

61 retirees to receive both retired and disability pay 

without any oʜ-set. 

   An extensive workshop was held for National 

Council members where a comprehensive review of 

the National budget was reviewed.  As of December 

31st the VFWɍs total unrestricted cash and 

investments are $68.8 million which represents an 

increase of about $8.4 million since August 31st.  

Fundraising has done very well over the past few 

months.  Most budget items are on track and we 

should be in good shape by the end of the year. 

  The Council authorized the following Life 
Membership payouts for the 2024-25 ʝscal year: 

 

Plan ABC - A total payout of $10.50 for each life 
member ($3.50 to each Post, Department and 
National). 

 

Plan D - A total payout of $11.46 for each life         
member ($3.82 to each Post, Department and 
National). 

 

Plan E - A total payout of $22.62 for each life   
member ($7.54 to each Post, Department and 
National). 

 

   As I prepare this article, the Department of New 

York is at 93.24%.  Last year at this time we were 

at 95.53%.  We need 2,483 new and reinstated 

members to reach our goal of 102%.  Spring is 

before us and many malls are starting to have boat 

shows, home shows and the like and is a good time 

to set up a recruiting table to reach those veterans 

in your community. 

   It is also a good time to review the requirements 

of the Commander's All-State Program as well as 

the National Commander's Program if you are 

looking to become an All-State or All-American Post.  

The membership program requirements are on the 

Department of NY website at www.vfwny.org.  As 

we near the end of the membership year MemStats 

will be updated accordingly. 

   Nominations for elective oʟce are now being held 

in the month of March and concluding with the 

elections in April.  To preclude any issues as we  

move into the new year letɍs ensure that Post 

election reports are prepared accurately and entered 

in the On-Line Membership System (OMS).   

National Council Member continued on page 6 
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   Additionally, take the time to review the oʟcers 

who are being elected or appointed and ensure that 

their dues are paid if they are not currently life 

members.  If you ʝnd that an elected or appointed 

oʟcer has not paid their dues for the upcoming 

year, have them pay their dues immediately.  As I 

write this article there are currently 14 oʟcers 

whose membership will expire on March 31st and 24 

who will expire on April 30th. During the year we had 

oʟcers who were unpaid and had to vacate their 

oʟce for the remainder of this administrative year.  

Letɍs keep that from happening this coming year.  

When you hold your election review their dues 

status and have those who have not paid pay. 

   If you are planning on attending this yearɍs 

National Convention in Louisville, KY general 

housing opens on March 18th.  Now is the time to 

get those reservations made.  Information is posted 

on the National website at www.vfw.org. 

   As I continue to remind, look to your District 

Commander for assistance if you need it.  If there is 

any way the Department can assist please do not 

hesitate to contact the State Adjutant Bob Mitchell 

or me by phone or e-mail.  Keep up the good work 

that you do!  

 

Yours in Comradeship, 

?ļŚƪ eħŴŋņŕŋħŚǐ 

Gene Ratigliano 

National Council Member 

 

Comrades, 

   As we approach the time of year when we elect 

Post and District oʟcers for the ensuing VFW year, 

all Post and District Commanders should familiarize 

themselves with National Bylaws and the Manual of 

Procedure sections that pertain to their respective 

levels. 

For Post Commanders it would be: 

Sec.215 Ɉ Eligibility to Oʟce. 

Sec 216 Ɉ Elected and Appointed Oʟcers; 

Chairmen and Committees.  

Sec 217 Ɉ Nomination, Election, Installation 

and Term of Oʟce 

Sec 218 Ɉ Oʟcers and Chairmen, Duties and 

Obligations. 

Sec 222 Ɉ Delegates, District Conventions & 

Meetings, Department and National 

Conventions. 

  The Post Election Report form will be mailed to 

the Post Quartermaster with instructions that they 

complete the form online through the Online 

Membership System (OMS) or they can complete 

the form and return directly to National 

Headquarters immediately following the election of 

Post Oʟcers but not later than June 1. Avoid 

having your Post Charter being suspended by 

ensuring the Post Election Report is ʝled on time. 

For District Commanders it would be: 

Sec 415 Ɉ Eligibility to Oʟce 

Sec 416 Ɉ Elected and Appointed Oʟcers; 

Chairmen and Committees 

Sec 417 Ɉ Nomination, Election, Installation 

and Term of Oʟce 

Sec 418 Ɉ Oʟcers: Duties and Obligations 

Sec 421 - Voting 

A properly completed District Election Report shall 

be submitted to National Headquarters prior to the 

convening of the Department Convention. 

To all the Past Commanders at the Department, 

District and Post levels, remember, it is our 

responsibility and duty to assist our oʟcers with all 

the counsel and experience we gained during our 

term of oʟce.  

Letɍs all work together to ʝnish this year on a high 

note and have a banner 2024 Ɉ 2025 VFW year. 

To all of my Comrades, if I can be of assistance to 

you, I am only a phone call or email away. 

Good luck and remember, we are One Team. 

Ben Thompson, PSC 

Judge Advocate 

http://www.vfw.org
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Spring Conference  

Doubletree Hotel  

Binghamton, NY  

March 15 -16, 2024  
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Jon Michael 
State Surgeon 

Comrades, 

   January 16, 2024, I visited the Albany VA 

hospital and spoke with the patient service oʟcer 

and the director of Volunteer services. We 

discussed a few things that have been going on 

this year. During our meeting we talked about 

upcoming changes the hospital had plans for, such 

as updating and bringing in new equipment to help 

serve our comrades better. They also spoke about 

upcoming renovations, which will make the 

hospital more appealing. The visit was educational, 

knowing that the hospital and staʜ had the best 

intentions for our veterans. I also toured 

throughout the hospital and talked with veterans 

after they had received care that day, all were very 

appreciative to see a representative of the VFW 

looking out for them. Most veterans knew of the 

VFW and had a minimal understanding of what our 

organization does. I took the time to sit down with 

as many as possible and answer as many 

questions as I could. I directed several to our VSOs 

for further assistants.   

   I am looking forward to continuing my visits in 

the following months. Last but certainly not least I 

want to acknowledge the comrades who have 

extended their knowledge, guidance, and 

mentorship to me during my tenure. Luke 

Magliaro, PSC Mike Hoag, Commander Dan Kell, 

PSC Tom Todaro, without these comrades and 

their assistance my tenure would have been 

extremely diʟcult.  

 

Yours in comradeship, 

Jon Michael 

Department of New York Surgeon 

Art Scheuneman 
National Home 

Chair 

Comrades, 

 

   The end of January and into the beginning of 

February I made the trip to the National Home for our 

Mid-Winter Board Meetings. The weather was nice 

upon arrival, but Mother Nature had diʜerent plans 

once we were there. We got to see the new plow 

trucks in action; couldnɍt miss the bright red one with 

the Cooties on it. 

   The NH is in the process of building a new ADA 

home on the site of the Pollett House. The Pollett 

House was the original home on the grounds. The 

roads are also being redone as the winter weather 

has taken its toll on them over the years. The last big 

thing that needed to be addressed was the electrical 

service throughout the campus. The majority of the 

electric poles and all of the transformers are in need 

of replacement. 

   A couple of things of note are:   We, the board 

voted to realign the twelve districts that make up the 

areas each trustee is responsible for. Our district, 

district two, lost the Department of New Jersey but 

gained the Departments of Connecticut and Vermont. 

   The VFW National Home is pleased to announce 

that our Board of Trustees has approved a district 

realignment plan at our February 2024 meeting.  This 

decision was made after careful consideration and 

analysis of the current district boundaries. The main 

objective of the realignment was to align the districts 

better geographically. 

   The new district boundaries below will take eʜect 

immediately. We understand that this may impact 

some of our volunteers and supporters, but we are 

committed to ensuring a smooth and seamless 

process. We believe that the realignment will 

ultimately beneʝt our charityɍs mission and help us to 

better serve our constituents across the country. 

Thank you for your continued support and dedication 

to our cause.  

District One Ɉ Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 

Rhode Island 

 

National Home Chairman continued on page 9 



Ron Jubis 
Scouting Chair 

National Home Chairman continued from page 8 

District Two Ɉ New York, Europe, Vermont, 

Connecticut 

District Three Ɉ Pennsylvania, Ohio, West Virginia, 

New Jersey 

District Four Ɉ Maryland, Delaware, North Carolina, 

Virginia 

District Five Ɉ Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South 

Carolina, Latin/Caribbean 

District Six Ɉ Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee, 

Arkansas 

District Seven Ɉ Iowa, Michigan, Wisconsin, 

Minnesota 

District Eight Ɉ Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, Kentucky 

District Nine Ɉ North Dakota, South Dakota, Idaho, 

Montana, Wyoming 

District Ten Ɉ New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas, Kansas, 

Nebraska 

District Eleven Ɉ Arizona, Colorado, Utah, Nevada 

District Twelve Ɉ California, Hawaii, Oregon, 

Washington, Alaska, Paciʝc Areas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming Soon! 2025 is the National Homes Centennial 

year and we will be rolling out a Centennial 

Membership Program   

Centennial Membership Program 

Coming Soon!  We're excited to announce the 

Centennial Life Membership program, which will 

begin April 1, 2024, and end December 31, 2025, in 

honor of our 100th anniversary. For just $100, you 

can join this special program by upgrading your 

existing membership or becoming a new member.  

As a Centennial Life Member, you'll receive a special 

centennial membership pin and membership card 

that will allow you to display your aʟliation with 

pride. Plus, you'll enjoy discounts on souvenirs and 

apparel that are not available to regular members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Home Chairman continued on page  11 
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DONôT MISS OUT!!! 

VFW State Commanderôs 

Save our Veterans Golf Tournament 

Friday May 17, 2024 

Briar Creek Golf Course 

Duanesburg, NY 

 

Saturday May 18, 2024 

Casolwood Golf Course 

Canastota, NY 

 

Sunday May 19, 2024 

Chautauqua Golf Course 

Chautauqua, NY 

 

https://vfwny.com/uploads/documents/2023-2024/

StateCommander'sGolfTournament.pdf 

Comrades, 

   The 2024 VFW Scouting application deadline for a 

VFW Post to submit a Scout application to the 

Scouting Chairman by April 1, 2024. Posts submitting 

a Scout application should thoroughly review the 

eligibility criteria needed to meet the requirements to 

submit their application.  The post review committee 

should as follows: 

   The application should clearly explain in detail the 

scoutɍs Eagle Award project; how were the funds 

obtained to complete their project; did they have a 

fund raiser to get supplies; any  

 

Scouting Chair continued ion page 15 
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 DIRECTOR OF 
VETERANS SERVICES 

 
 
 
 

Comrades, 

Below is an article on Public Guidance on Elective 

Option for Camp Lejeune Justice Act Claims . 

 

   This Guidance Document explains the voluntary 

framework that has been adopted by the 

Department of the Navy and the Department of 

Justice to evaluate and potentially settle claims 

brought under the Camp Lejeune Justice Act 

(ɐCLJAɑ) that are pending administratively or are 

newly ʝled (the ɐElective Optionɑ or ɐEOɑ). The EO 

allows claimants to resolve certain CLJA claims 

more quickly and more eʟciently than in litigation, 

which might otherwise require resolution of 

uncertain legal and factual issues through 

potentially burdensome discovery, motions 

practice, and bellwether trials. The EO is available 

to certain claimants with Qualifying Injuries and 

who resided or worked at Camp Lejeune for at 

least 30 days.  

   As explained in greater detail below, certain 

claimants who have previously received healthcare 

or disability beneʝts related to Camp Lejeune from 

the Department of Veterans Aʜairs (ɐVAɑ) may 

rely on those beneʝts to establish eligibility for an 

EO oʜer. Accepting an EO oʜer will not aʜect the 

claimantɍs VA beneʝts. Additionally, an EO 

settlement will not be oʜset due to a VA beneʝt 

through a reduction in the settlement amount for 

beneʝts paid or a VA lien. The EO process thus 

allows those who have obtained a disability award, 

payment or beneʝt related to Camp Lejeune to 

retain that award, payment or beneʝt without the 

oʜset that would be statutorily required if the 

claimant were to proceed to trial and win a 

judgment. This Guidance Document is intended to 

explain the governmentɍs approach to reviewing 

and potentially settling certain claims asserted 

under the CLJA.  

   This Guidance Document does not have the force 

and eʜect of law. Unless expressly stated 

otherwise, this Guidance Document does not 

represent the Department of the Navyɍs or 

Department of Justiceɍs interpretation of any 

regulations, statutes, common laws, or 

constitutional provisions. Nothing included herein 

NEW YORK STATE OVERSEAS VETERAN  

can be used against the United States, in any way, 

in the CLJA court litigation. Neither this Guidance 

Document nor the mere existence of the EO 

confers any rights or constitutes an oʜer of 

settlement. Both this Guidance Document and the 

EO may be amended or revoked in the future.  

   Part One of this Guidance Document provides a 

general overview of the EOɍs structure and guiding 

principles. The general EO process is also 

illustrated in an attached ʞowchart. Part Two 

addresses speciʝc questions likely to arise under 

the EO.  

  I. Overview of the EO  

   The EO provides a framework for resolving 

certain CLJA claims quickly, equitably, and 

transparently. A claimant seeking a recovery under 

the CLJA must ʝrst submit an administrative claim 

to the Department of the Navy. 1 The Department 

of the Navy then has six months to review the 

administrative claim.  

   The EO allows the Department of the Navy to 

focus its review on a few key aspects of the claim, 

such as the type of injury alleged and the amount 

of time the claimant worked or resided at Camp 

Lejeune. Narrowing the scope of the Department of 

the Navyɍs review will allow it to validate claims 

and extend settlement oʜers more quickly. The EO 

will provide similar settlement oʜers to claimants 

with similar exposures and injuries for which there 

is similar scientiʝc evidence of causation.  

   Claimants who are not eligible for an EO oʜer 

may still ʝle a CLJA claim with the Department of 

the Navy. The Department of the Navy will 

evaluate those claims and coordinate with the 

Department of Justice. The Department of Justice 

and the Department of the Navy may also develop 

additional frameworks to resolve CLJA claims, 

particularly as the scientiʝc evidence and litigation 

develops. Developing and applying these additional 

frameworks may require greater time and 

resources than the EO. Alternatively, a claimant 

may ʝle a lawsuit in federal court, provided that 

the claim has either been formally denied by the 

Department of the Navy or six months have 

passed since the claim was initially ʝled.  

   A. The Elective Option Grid The  

   EO applies a two-by-three ɐElective Option Grid.ɑ 

With one exception explained below, the EO 

includes illnesses or conditions that the Agency for 

Toxic Substance and Disease Registry (ɐATSDRɑ) 

identiʝed as having evidence at an  

ɐequipoise and aboveɑ level or higher for a causal 

link to one or more contaminants detected in the  

Director of Veterans Services continued on 

page 11 
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National Home Chairman continued from page 9 

   Celebrate the upcoming VFW National Home 

Centennial in style with a personalized engraved brick 

in our 2025 Centennial Garden. Whether itɍs to honor 

a loved one, commemorate a special event, or simply 

leave your mark on this historic occasion, our 8Ò8 

engraved bricks oʜer a timeless way to do just that. 

And for a limited time only, you can secure your place 

in history for an unbeatable price of only $500. 

   Our bricks are made from the highest quality 

materials and engraved with the latest technology, 

ensuring that your message will last for generations to 

come. Not only will your brick be a lasting tribute to 

your contribution to celebrate our 2025 Centennial, 

but it will also add to the beauty and legacy of the 

garden for years to come. 

With only a limited number of bricks available now is 

the time to act. Donɍt miss your chance to be a part of 

this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Order your 

personalized engraved brick today for only $500 and 

be a part of history. Place your order at 

vfwnationalhome.org. 

 

Loyally, 
Art Scheuneman 
National Home Trustee 
District 2 2019 - 2025 
State National Home Chairman 
Department of N Y VFW 
WdStock44@Yahoo.Com 
585-689-5975 

Director of Veterans Services continued from  

page 10 

 

Camp Lejeune water. There are two categories of 

Qualifying Injuries. Where the ATSDR has identiʝed 

evidence at the ɐequipoise and aboveɑ level, the 

group of Qualifying Injuries is referred to as ɐTier 2.ɑ 

Where the ATSDR has identiʝed additional evidence of 

causation and reported that the Qualifying Injuries 

have ɐsuʟcientɑ evidence of a causal link to one or 

more contaminants detected in Camp Lejeune water, 

the group of Qualifying Injuries is referred to as ɐTier 

1.ɑ There are also three categories of Duration of 

Exposure: (1) exposures between 30 and 364 days; 

(2) exposures between 1 and 5 years; and (3) 

exposures longer than 5 years. The Elective Option 

Grid is depicted here:  

   In addition, claims that show a Qualifying Injury 

resulting in death will be oʜered an additional 

$100,000. Accordingly, the maximum EO oʜer is 

$550,000.  

   Qualifying Injuries are divided into two ɐTiers,ɑ 

as listed below: 

   ɐCardiac Birth Defectsɑ are not included in the 

EO, even though the ATSDR determined there was 

suʟcient evidence of causation for this category of 

illnesses. Cardiac birth defects include a wide 

range of illnesses that are diʟcult to evaluate 

similarly without fact-intensive investigation.  

   The CLJA is limited to individuals who had a 

Duration of Exposure of ɐnot less than 30 days.ɑ3 

The Duration of Exposure is based only on 

residential and occupational exposures for 

claimants who lived or worked at Camp Lejeune. 

The EO includes an exception for in utero claims 

that are based on the motherɍs residential or 

occupational exposures for at least 30 days during 

the 9-month period before the claimantɍs birth. 

The EO deʝnes Camp Lejeune as including both 

Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune and Marine 

Corps Air Station New River.  

   Claimants with similar exposures and injuries for 

which there is similar scientiʝc evidence of 

causation will receive similar settlement oʜers. 

Additionally, claimants with diseases that the 

ATSDR has determined are more strongly 

associated with exposure to contaminants in Camp 

Lejeune water or who were exposed to Camp 

Lejeune water for a longer period of time will 

receive greater settlement oʜers than others 

whose diseases do not fall in the highest categories 

or whose exposures were not as long.  

   Importantly, except for claims involving death, 

these groupings do not make judgments about the 

relative severity of diʜerent injuries, the claimantɍs 

income-level or medical expenses, or other proxies 

for need or severity. Rather, groupings primarily 

reʞect the strength of causation (for this program  

Director of Veterans Services continued on 
page 12  
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Ronald 
Sorrentino 
SERVICE OFFICER 
JOURNAL AD CHAIR 

Comrades, 

 

 

 

 

   Once more I want to say Thank You to all the 

Post, Auxiliaries and Members who donated to the 

Service oʟcer Raʠe and Journal this year. We had 

$7,950.00 in prize money with 73 prizes being 

drawn. The Journal had 73 Ads ʝve more than last 

year how great is that.  This year we raised a total 

of $15,005.00 from Raʠe ticket sales. 

   I just want to repeat and say Thank You to all 

Comrades for the great response to this deserving 

cause. We are so grateful to all who have 

participated in the Service Oʟcer Raʠe and 

Journal.  As I said before, without your generous 

support, we would not be able to raise the 

additional funds needed to continue the service 

provided by our Service Oʟcers. The work they do, 

as you know, is essential in both counseling our 

Veterans and helping them with their claim so they 

can receive the beneʝts they need.   

   I hope to continue as the Chair of the Service 

Oʟcer program once again. I will graciously accept 

this Chairmanship. With all your help as in the past, 

I know we can have another great Program next 

year.  In closing I would like to congratulate all the 

winners in the raʠe! 

 

 

 

 

          

L~|]zh M~ªªj|®r|~ 
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Director of Veterans Services continued from   
page 11 

only, as categorized by the ATSDR) as a legal 

element, without consideration of individualized 

factors that could aʜect causation. 4 The additional 

oʜer amount recognizes the diʜerent nature of 

claims involving death.  

B. Additional Requirements  

In addition to showing a Qualifying Injury and the 

Duration of Exposure, an administrative claim must 

meet three additional basic requirements.  

1. Presentment Requirement An administrative claim 

must be properly presented to the Department of 

the Navy to qualify for the EO. Pursuant to ¦ 804(h) 

of the CLJA, submission of an administrative claim is 

required.  

2. Onset Requirement The injury must have been 

ʝrst diagnosed or treated before August 10, 2022. 

The CLJA applies ɐonly to a claim accruing before 

the date of enactment of this Act,ɑ i.e., before 

August 10, 2022. 

3. Latency Requirement The earliest date of 

diagnosis or treatment must be not less than two 

(2) years after the claimantɍs ʝrst exposure and not 

greater than thirty-ʝve (35) years after the 

claimantɍs last exposure. A single 2-year minimum 

latency and 35-year maximum latency for all injury 

types allows easier and quicker review of claims. A 

single Latency Requirement also reduces burdens on 

claimants. If proceeding outside the EO, claimants 

may be required to present expert testimony 

regarding latency as part of their proof of causation. 

The EO oʜers certain claimants an opportunity for 

settlement without the costs of meeting this burden. 

Claimants who are unable to satisfy the EOɍs 

Latency Requirement may still oʜer proof of 

causation outside the EO.  

C. Evidentiary Standards  

To show a Qualifying Injury, there must be medical 

documentation showing the claimant was diagnosed 

with or treated for that illness or condition before 

August 10, 2022. Appropriate medical 

documentation may include medical records, 

treatment notes, test results, billing records, death 

certiʝcates, or a letter from a medical doctor. 

Medical documentation must be signed or certiʝed 

by a medical doctor. Medical documentation must be 

originals, or certiʝed copies of the originals, unless it 

is impossible to obtain an original or certiʝed copy 

of the original. If it is impossible for a claimant to 

provide an original or certiʝed copy of an original, 

the claimant must provide a written statement 

under oath with the uncertiʝed copy setting forth  

Director of Veterans Services continued on   
page 20 
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William Moore 
VOD CHAIR 

Comrades, 

This yearɍs theme was ɐThe Greatest Attributes of 

Our Democracyɑ.  

   Personally, I would like to say thank you to 

comrades, auxiliaries, District Commanders, and 

VOD Chairmen, who helped respective posts run 

this contest.  

   The NYS Competition was held in Red Hook, NY 

at Post #7765 with 5 judges. We had overall 58 

posts, 18 auxiliaries, 474 students, 72 posts 

having winners who advanced.  

From the 11 districts, Abigail Jung, from Post 

10870 in District 11 emerged as the NYS winner. 

Congratulations! 

Competition standings are as follows:  

2nd place from Post 369 District 5, 3rd place Post 

7172 District 2, 4th place Post 4660 District 3, 

followed with District 7 Post 374/ District 4 Post 

7227, District 8 Post 412, District 6 Post 8734, 

District 10 Post 9592. 

Scholarships and Awards totaled $17,180.00.  

Additional money expended and awarded 

$5875.00. 

District Awards totaled $3075.00. Additional 

District expensed a total of $575.00. The State of 

New York totaled $5650.00. 

Our program is very important work. Sometimes 

it is a lot to organize, judge, keep accurate 

accounting but I received one thank you note 

from a participant that sums up why it is 

important in doing the Voice of Democracy. 

From E.B, Frankfort, NY: 

ɐI would like to thank you and the local VFW post 

for taking time to consider my application and 

essay for the Voice of Democracy Youth 

Scholarship. Although I did not receive this 

scholarship, I am honored to express my 

viewpoints and opinions on a larger level. Thank 

you for your service and all you do to improve our 

country and its citizens to the best of your 

ability.ɑ 

  

William C. Moore, PDC 

 NYS VOD Chairman 
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Matthew 
VanEtten 
PATRIOTɍS PEN 

CHAIR 

Comrades, 
 

   I would like to start of with thanking all the Posts 

and Districts that participated this year in the Annual 

Patriots pen Essay Competition. With a Subject titled 

ɐHow are you inspired by Americaɑ we had 1,311 

students participate and gave out more than 

$24,000. That is 292 more students participating and 

giving out $5,422 more in monetary awards than last 

year. 

   8 out of 11 districts submitted their ʝrst-place 

winners to advance to Department judging. Assisted 

by Joan Barnhart. Our Dept Aux Youth Activity Chair. 

We held judging at Yorkville VFW post 6001. I would 

like to thank the 6 judges that took time out of their 

day to read these entries and chose our department 

winners. 

 

3rd place out of district 6 Gianna Lazzaro sponsored 

by Post 6251. 

2nd place District 7 Lauren Marie Fay sponsored by 

Post 26 

1st Place District 3 Gianna Zhang Sponsored by Post 

8692 

   In Closing I Would like the thank Commander Kell 

for the Appointment this year and District 

Commanders ensure that you and your posts are 

reporting this program on the All-American 

dashboard. 

 

Matthew VanEtten 

Patriotɍs Pen Chairman 
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James Brooks 
State Inspector 

Greetings Comrades, 

It has been a pleasure to meet and talk with some of 

you throughout the year.  Outlined below, you will 

see what each District Commander, District 

Inspector, and Post Commander should pay attention 

to on the Post Inspection Form. 

*Question 1. Has the Post adopted Bylaws in 

accordance with Section 202 of the National 

Bylaws?* Post Bylaws must be submitted to the 

Department for the Commander to review by next 

year.  Do not submit them with your inspection as 

they are to go to the Department as a separate 

document.   

*Question 9a. Community Service Report* needs 

to be ʝlled in where it says, ɐDate of last 

submission.ɑ  Community service reports must be 

completed online on www.vfwny.com in the Members 

only Section of the Website. A guide and instructions 

can be found under Programs then Community 

Service within the website. 

 *Question 12. Does the Post distribute Buddy 

Poppies?*  If you have marked, ɐYes,ɑ then 12a. 

ɐDate of last distribution:ɑ needs to be ʝlled in.  

These ʝrst three wonɍt keep your Posts Inspection 

from being accepted this year. 

The following will be considered a deʝciency. 

*Question 15. Do the elected Trustees audit 

quarterly all books and records of the Post 

Quartermaster, Post Adjutant and any activity 

clubroom, holding company or unit sponsored, 

conducted or operated by, for or on behalf of 

Post?* If so, 15a. ɐDate of last quarterly auditɑ 

must be ʝlled in.   

*Question 16. Post Funds* is a big issue and 

cause for inspections not being accepted at the end 

of the year.  Question 16. (Post Funds a) - h) must 

ALL be ʝlled in.  Post Funds (a-f) must come from 

the most recent Trustee Report of Audit submitted. 

That way, I can verify the numbers oʜ the Trustee 

Report.  Reconciliation on Trustee Reports must be 

ʝlled out correctly.  One prevalent error on Trustee 

Reports is that Box 15 does not match the ʝnal line 

of Box 17. Reconciliation of Cash & Investments. If a 

Trustee Report is not completed correctly, please 

follow up with your posts to instruct them on how to 

do it properly. The Trustee Reports must be up to 

date with the Inspection with three Trustee 

Signatures and the Commanders Signature. 

*Question 17 Name of bonding company* must 

be ʝlled in correctly, along with the expiration 

date.  The Bonding requirements must be in 

accordance with Section 703- Bonds of the National 

Bylaws.   

*Question 19g. Date of last 990 ʝling* is a big 

issue within the Department, Posts MUST complete 

a 990 yearly, some Posts have not ʝled a 990 for 

years which jeopardizes the Posts tax exempt 

status. You must provide a copy of a Postɍs full 990 

whether it is completed with Form 990 or Form 990-

N (e-Postcard.)   

*Question 20. Post Federal Employee 

Identiʝcation Number (EIN)* must be ʝlled in 

correctly. Please be sure the Post has their own EIN 

and is not sharing with another organization such as 

an Auxiliary or Association. 

A Post Inspection cannot be done by your own Post 

therefore contact your District Commander to 

schedule an inspection. Finally, please follow up with 

the Memstats on www.vfwny.com under Programs 

to ensure a post has been inspected yearly.  If a 

post was not inspected last year, the post MUST be 

inspected this year.  District Commanders, please 

ensure each inspector is adequately trained on 

the use of the form. 

These are the issues facing 

Posts on their respective 

inspections this inspection year.  

If you have a deʝciency on 

your Inspection Report, it can 

be ʝxed to which I will review 

and approve.  If you need to 

send documents, please send 

them to the New York 

Department Headquarters 

noting that a document has 

been resubmitted for approval, 

ɐAttn State Inspector Jim 

Brooks.ɑ 

I want to thank the Districtɍs who have fully turned 

in their inspections and those who are assisting 

posts eʟciently. Please remember, the yearly 

inspections are to help a Post succeed and you are 

there to help them. 

 

Thank you, 

Jim Brooks 
State Inspector 
Department of New York 

http://www.vfwny.com
http://www.vfwny.com
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Pat Iuliucci 
POW/MIA 
CHAIR 

Historical Signiʝcance: Revolutionary War 1776-1782 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   The Prison Ship Martyrs monument is located in 

Fort Green Park in Brooklyn, New York.  Below the 

monument lay the remains of over 11,500 American 

Prisoners of War, the largest single Revolutionary War 

grave in the country. These men were held on British 

prison ships in Wallabout Bay, now know as New York 

Harbor, near the Brooklyn Navy Yar.  These are 

Americaɍs ʝrst martyrs.  Our POWs suʜered 

outrageous and indefensible cruelty resulting in 

lingering torturous deaths made more painful by 

starvation, regular beatings and diseases. Fatal 

diseases included yellow fever, and smallpox, which 

spread throughout the overcrowded, ʝlthy prison 

ships.  One notorious ship, the New Jersey, was built 

to hold 400 prisoners, but when used as a British 

prison ship, held 1,400 Americans, with the portholes 

sealed to prevent escape.  These men spent years 

suʜering from intolerable circumstances: the 

blistering heat of summer and the bitter cold of 

winter.   

   These ships, 12 known, became pestholes where 

prisoners died at rates of ʝve to ten a day Ɉ their 

bodies tossed overboard and whose bones and 

remains washed upon the shores.  At any time, 

prisoners could have walked oʜ these ships with their 

lives had they agreed to defect and enlist in the 

British Armed Services. With very few exceptions, 

they all said no and chose a horrid death rather than 

forsake their new beloved country and leader General 

George Washington. 

   The Prison Ship Martyrs Monument was designed 

by Architect, Standford White.  Built by Sculptor, 

Adolph Alexander Weinman. Made of Bronze, and 

Deer Isle granite materials the monument stands H: 

114ɍ D: 17ɍ6ɑ, total H: 143ɍ.  Its notable features are 

Doric column surmounted by a bronze urn, on a 

terrace approached by 100 steps.  Today this 

monument serves as a park and a museum. 

   During the Revolutionary War an estimated 20,000 

Prisoner of War were recorded. 

    Currently, as of March 1, 2024, according to DPAA 
there are: WWII Ɉ 72,115; Korea Ɉ 7,482; Vietnam Ɉ 
1,577; Cold War Ɉ 126; Gulf War -5; Eldorado 
Canyon Ɉ 1. 

Pat Iuliucci 

POW/MIA Chair 
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Scouting Chair continued from page 9 

 

donations; number of hours to complete their 

project. 

3X5 photograph in complete uniform. 

High School Participation 

Letters of recommendation. 

    The Scout application must be signed by the 

District and Post Commanders.  I am available to 

receive either emails or phone calls for assistance. 

Together we can select a scout candidate from the 

Department of New York for consideration as the 

VFW National Scouter of the year.  

    Completed Scout applications are to be mailed to 

my home address. When I receive a scout 

application, I will notify the Post that I have received 

their scout application. 

 

Ron Jubis 

Scouting Chairman 
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At this yearõs Department of New York VFW Spring Conference held in Binghamton, New 

York held March 15-16, 2024,our Department was honored to host the Commander- in-

Chief Duane Sarmiento, Past Commander- in- Chief Paul Spera, Past Commander- in- Chief 

William òDocó Schmitz, State Commander of Pennsylvania David Gyger, State Commander 

of New Jersey Jeff Walding, State Commander of Connecticut Richard DiFrederico, Eastern 

States Chairman Glenn Umberger, Jr. and  Eastern States Senior Vice Chairman Bernard 

Thompson, PSC.  It was truly an honor for New York to have so many distinguished guests 

at our Spring Conference. 

January, February, March 2024   16 



NEW YORK STATE OVERSEAS VETERAN January, February, March 2024   17 

Marcello 
Rotunda 
STATE SAFETY 

CHAIR 

Comrades, 
 
We had 5 Districts participate in the safety 
awards for 2023, 2024 The following are the 
winners from the judging that was held on 
January 4, 2024  
 
1. Police oʟcer - Patricia Vincent from 
District 2 
 
2. Fireman - Dylan Barnhart from District 2 
 
3. EMT - Karen Gavin from District 7 
 
4. Dispatcher - Kristopher Mason from 

District 2   

Yours In Comradeship,  

Marcello J. Rotunda  

Department Safety Chairman  

 

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 5350 held our Voice of Democracy and Patriots Pen awards ceremony on 
January 25th., along with honoring our Hampton Bays High School Teacher of the Year Mrs. Rachel Kelsh. 
Students from Westhampton Beach, Hampton Bays, Quogue, East Quogue, Raynor Country Day School 
and Remsenburg-Speonk School all received awards for their outstanding oratorical and essay 
submissions. 

The Spring Conference oʟcially began with the 

Council of Administration Dinner on Friday March 

15, 2024.  In additional to the members of the 

Council of Administration that were in attendance, 

there  were several honored guests: Commander-in

-Chief Duane Sarmiento; PCIC Paul Spera; PCIC & 

PSC William ɐDocɑ Schmitz; State Commander 

David Gyger of Pennsylvania; State Commander of 

New Jersey Jeʜ Walding; State Commander Richard 

DiFrederico of Connecticut; Eastern States 

Chairman Glenn Umberger, Jr. and Eastern States 

Senior Vice Chairman Bernard Thompson, PSC. 
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Ron Sorrentino 
COMMUNITY 
SERVICE CHAIR 

Comrades, 

   The department Community Activity total to date 
is 37,973 volunteer hours with a donation dollar 

amount of $2,062,806. I Know at this rate with a 

little over three months to go we will top last yearɍs 

total; I am sure we can accomplish this. So far for 

the 2023-2024 District 3 with a total of $ 

534,786.64 is in ʝrst place, followed by district 11 

with $343,198.34, then district 10 with $ 

270,901.66. Letɍs put the peddle to the metal and 

full steam ahead to beat last yearɍs total. I know it 

can be done. 

Just to repeat 

   On reporting of community service, you must 

remember that the VFW year goes from 1 July Ɉ 30 

June, to have your reports count it must show that 

the activity happened within the 1 July Ɉ 30 June 

time frame. Also, the description on the reports 

must have more than a one-word explanation, one 

word is not a description. 

L~|]zh M~ªªj|®r|~ 
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Madison 
Fletcher 
COMMANDER 
DISTRICT 2 

Comrades, 

   Happy Spring, it felt like a long winter here, but 

the sun is back out.  This year I had the pleasure of 

attending the Washington Legislative Conference 

and was able to see ʝrsthand the hard work our 

legislative team and leadership does.  We were able 

to advocate for our comrades focusing on four 

legislative priorities.  It was great to see what the 

VFW does for veterans on a national level.   

   Back at home in district 2 Mahopac Post 5491 held 

a Polar Plunge calling it Operation Ice  Splash. 

District 2 Commander continued on page  19                                                                                   
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