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Comrades, 

Itɍs that time of the VFW Year, where everything 

seems to be needed all done Today! Elections are 

here, new oʟcer training is here trustee reports, 

Community Service reports are but a few of the 

many items on our agendas today.  

 

UNCLAIMED FUNDS UPDATE: 

For some time, I have called and/or sent notices of  
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 Greetings Comrades, 

With Washington Conference behind us, I want 
to thank my Legislative team, comrades and 
President Darlene Baker for a job well done on 
lobbying with their Legislators and pushing our 
Priority goals on Capitol Hill.    I would also like 
to put a shout out to Commander-in-Chief Al 
Lipphardt for an outstanding Testimony to the 
Special Joint Hearing of the House and Senate 
Committees on Veteransɍ Aʜairs stating, ɐHonor 
the Contractɑ. We met our end of the 
agreement; you need to keep yours. 

I also had the honor with Department of New 
York State President Darlene Baker in escorting 
along with the other Departments Voice of 
Democracy Parade of winners at the Washington 
Conference.  I would like to congratulate all the 
Department winners for an outstanding job on 
their essays. 

Membership is continuing to move forward; the 
Department is currently at 93.23% in 
membership as of March 25, 2025, needing 
3,163 new or re-instated members to reach 
102% in membership to meet Commander-in-
Chief Al Lipphardtɍs goal of 102% in the 
Department by the end of June 2025.   To 
achieve this goal, I put out 2 incentives to 
encourage the district and posts to push 
Membership and to help the Department make 
its goal of 102% by June 30, 2025. 

State Commander continued on page 2 

Comrades, 

As we enter the final quarter of our administrative 

year, I would again encourage you to utilize the 

Department ɐMemstatsɑ database to evaluate 

where your Post stands statistically. ɐMemstatsɑ is  

State Adjutant continued on page 4 
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¶ As an incentive to achieve Nationalɍs Membership goal 
of 102% by June 30, 2025, the following incentive will be 
put in place, for the 2024-2025 Membership year. Any 
District that that attains 100% by May 1, 2025, will 
receive $500 from the Department of New York to be put 
in their Membership budget. As an additional incentive in 
reaching 102% by June 30, 2025, an additional $1,000 
will be given to any District that achieves 102% in 
Membership from the Department of New York to be put 
in their Membership Budget. 

¶ Currently, right now what is drawing our department 
back in attaining our goal of 102% in membership is 
members at large which currently stand at 
83.46%.  As an additional incentive to bring our 
membership percentage up the following will be 
awarded: The District and Post that has the highest 
number of Reinstatements from their at-large list by 
31 March 2025, will receive a $500 Gift Certiʝcate to 
the VFW Store. 

¶ Currently right now Department of New York is behind 
from last year at this time.  There still is time to reach 
our goal of 102% in membership by June 30, 2025. I 
ask each District to come up with a membership plan 
and get with their membership teams for the next 3 
months to help Department of New York and National 
attain National Membership Goal of 102%.  I would 
like to congratulate District 8 for attaining 100.84% in 
Membership prior to May 1st, 2025. 

Community Service Reports, Inspections, Quarterly 
reports, and District All-American Dashboard reporting.  
As the posts complete their programs, be sure to input 
this information on the Department of New York 
Dashboard for Community Service, Voice of Democracy, 
Patriots Pen and Teachers so National will have accurate 
statistical information on Program activity and the Posts 
getting credit.  Also, District Adjutants completing their 
entries as well on the All-American Dashboard. 

Inspections are coming in slowly; There are many Districts 
that still have a lot of work to do to get their Post 
Inspections completed and submitted to Department of 
New York.  With just over 3 months to go, those Districts 
that are behind in Inspections need to come up with a 
plan to get their Posts Inspected prior to the end of the 
year.   

As the Spring Conference is coming upon us, I am looking 
forward to seeing everyone there. 

 

Yours in Comradeship. 

Daniel L. Kell 

Department of New York State Commander 
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James MacArthur 
SR. VICE COMMANDER 

Quartermaster continued from page 1 
unclaimed funds belonging to many Posts across 

the department. I recently heard from one Post 

which stated they were able to recover about 

$50,000.00 in unclaimed funds. The bottom Line 

is, the money is there, it belongs to 10-15 Posts 

and 2 Auxiliaries. All that needs to be done is to 

APPLY FOR IT!!!!  

 

POST ELECTION REPORTS: 

First, while completing election reports, answer 

all questions correctly. Please, make sure your 

election report is reʞecting the correct year. 

Newly elected oʟcers are for the 2025-2026 

VFW Election year. Please put the date of the 

election in the correct box. If not ʝling online, 

make sure a copy is sent to Department 

Headquarters. 

 

If the Quartermaster is a newly elected QM, that 

person must ʝle an 8822B form with the IRS. 

This is to inform the IRS of a person in authority 

in a respective, Post, District or Department. If a 

Quartermaster has not as yet ʝled an 8822B 

form from previous year(s), it must be done 

immediately.  

 

MEMBERSHIP: 

Recently I sent to the District Commanders 

copies of the unpaid members in the at-Large 

NY Post and relocated at-large posts. These at-

large members have not paid their dues for one 

or more years. With the New York At-Large 

membership at only about 73% and the 

Department is at 94+%, if we recruited only a 

few hundred in each District we could be at 

100%. If you havenɍt received a copy of the 

unpaid lists check with the District Commander 

and/or Adjutant. 

 

TRAVEL MILAGE 

There have been discussions over the past few 

years concerning travel reimbursement. There 

are several diʜerent events which will result in 

diʜerent reimbursements depending on the 

event.  

 

If a member is assigned to a speciʝc task for the 

Department of NY VFW, any travel associated 

with the task will be paid at the rate of $.50/

mile inclusive. If travel is authorized by the 

event, Conventions, conferences, or any 

provisions of the by-laws results in a group rate 

which has been approved by the C of A and 

adjusted as necessary. Just a reminder, should 

a group carpool to anything, only one person 

receives the travel reimbursement. 

 

Thank you, 

Daniel McMahon 

Quartermaster 

518 414-2605 

dmcmahon@vfwny.com  
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Comrades, 

Winter is over; spring is here - time to clean the 
golf clubs and get ready to play and don't forget 
the shorts. Speaking of golf clubs and shorts now 
is the time to register for the annual State 
Commanderɍs ɐHomeless Veteransɑ Golf 
Tournament which will be held Friday May 9, 2025 
in Clifton Park; Saturday May 10, 2025 in New 
York Mills and Friday May 16, 2025 in Randolph.  
The complete registration packet is included with 
this newsletter. 

It has been a long cold and snowy winter here in 
the Northeast, but that doesn't mean we have not 
been busy here at the Department of New York 
VFW. I have been busy working on Appointments 
and putting together my programs for the coming 
year, also I have attended many District meetings 
even if it meant traveling in a blizzard to the 
snow belt of Western New York. For those District 
meetings that I did attend, I would like to thank 
them for their support and hospitality. It is always 
a pleasure to spend time with my comrades from 
across the state.  

Membership! We are now at 92.86% with a little 
hard work and dedication I know we can reach our 
goal of 102%, next week myself, our Department 
Commander, Past CIC Tim Borland and others will 
be going to Fort Drum for a recruiting event 
and hopefully a successful one. So, comrades now 
is not the time to rest; get out there and ʝnd those 
comrades who deserve to be members of our great 
organization.  

Back at the beginning of the Month I traveled to 
Washington DC for our legislative conference and 
Parade of Winners. First of I have to say CIC Al 
Lipphardt did a wonderful job testifying in front of 
the joint Veterans Aʜairs Committee. Our team did 
a great job meeting with our representatives,  

Sr. Vice Commander continued on page 5 
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a valuable resource that is available to assist 

you in your eʜorts to track your membership 

percentages, conʝrm you reporting 

requirements and aid you in your eʜorts to 

meet Post minimum requirements for 

Department All-State Program consideration. 

ɐMemstatsɑ can be found on the Department 

Website at vfwny.com under Programs. I would 

also encourage you to also utilize the National 

ɐAll-Americanɑ Dashboard to record your 

Postɍs National Reporting requirements and 

progress toward achieving National All-

American for the 2024-2025 membership year. 

The All-American Dashboard can be found on 

the National Website at vfw.org. All Posts that 

participated in the Voice of Democracy 

Program and Patriotɍs Pen Programs should 

have their dashboard entries completed by 

now. The Departmentɍs All-State and 

Nationalɍs All-American Programs exist to 

recognize exceptional leadership, teamwork, 

and accomplishments in membership growth 

and VFW core programs. 

As a reminder and in accordance with our 

National Bylaws its time again for Posts to 

complete their annual election of Post oʟcers. 

Nominations of Post Oʟcers were recently 

opened in March and Post Oʟcers shall be 

elected in April. It is imperative that Post 

Quartermasters immediately ʝle a Post-

Election Report in the National Online 

Membership System (OMS) following elections. 

The OMS System allows Post Quartermasters 

the opportunity to report the Postɍs newly 

elected and appointed oʟcers eʟciently and 

eʜectively. It is important that all Post Election 

Reports be completed in OMS even if there are 

no changes in the elected or appointed oʟcers 

for the ensuing year. When completing the 

Post-Election Report be sure to update all 

pertinent member information to include 

address, telephone contact numbers and email 

addresses. Failure to complete a timely Post 

Election Report could result in the Commander-

in-Chief to suspend and eventually revoke a 

Post Charter. If your Post has any issues or 

problems in completing your Post Election 

Report, please contact Department 

Headquarters for guidance. 

Yours in Comradeship, 

Bob Mitchell 
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explaining and lobbying for our legislative 
goals, and lastly attending the Parade of 
Winners ceremony was and honor and what a 
great bunch of students and future leaders, 
congratulations to all of them.  

Coming up the weekend of March 22nd I will 
be attending a District 4 meeting in Rome, 
sorry to say I will be missing our Spring 
Conference. I will be at SR. Vice Training in 
Kansas, at the end of April I will be at District 9 
Convention in Plattsburg. In May District 3 
Convention May 3rd District 8 Convention May 
4th and then comrades in June I hope to see 
as many comrades as possible that can make it 
to our Department Convention.  

Lastly Comrades I just want to say it has been 
my pleasure and honor to serve you as the 
Department of New York Sr. Vice commander 
and thank you for all of your support.  

James MacArthur  

Sr. Vice Commander 

 

PS always pack a pair of shorts in your 
suitcase. 
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Ben Thompson, 

PSC 
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www.vfwny.com 
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Jack Sanford 
JR. VICE COMMANDER 

NEW YORK STATE OVERSEAS VETERAN 

Comrades;  

As the Winter comes to an end we look 
forward with a renewed vigor and focus on 
the months remaining and bring our 
Programs and Membership to a successful 
conclusion. 
 
We still have some time left to finish our 
annual Reports, but I still find it hard to 
believe that there are Posts that still have not 
been Inspected! It takes less than an hour to    
complete. Without the key elements of the 
Inspection (EIN, 990 and Bond along with 
Trustee Reports) YOU jeopardize your Charter 
and your Tax-Exempt status You can no 
longer function as a VFW Post. There seems 
to be a Problem with filling them out. If this is 
too difficult to do, PLEASE REACH OUT TO 
THE DEPARTMENT FOR ASSISTANCE. There is 
no reason to not ask for help.  
Remember NO INSPECTION NO VOTE 

As for membership you all know the 
importance membership growth along with 
our Programs is what sustains us and our 
ability to grow and be of impotence and a 
source pride within our community. 
Remember Your Programs are a great selling 
point when recruiting new members. 
 

Wishing all continued success  

Jack Sanford 

Jr. Vice Commander 

Department of New York 
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Comrades, 

It is now that time of year when we elect Post 
and District oʟcers for the ensuing VFW year. 
All Post and District Commanders should 
familiarize themselves with National Bylaws and 
the Manual of Procedure sections that pertain to 
their respective levels. 

For Post Commanders it would be: 

Sec.215 Ɉ Eligibility to Oʟce. 

Sec 216 Ɉ Elected and Appointed Oʟcers; 
Chairmen and Committees.  

Sec 217 Ɉ Nomination, Election, Installation 
and Term of Oʟce 

Sec 218 Ɉ Oʟcers and Chairmen, Duties and 
Obligations. 

Sec 222 Ɉ Delegates, District Conventions & 
Meetings, Department and National 
Conventions. 

Post Election Report forms have been mailed to 
Post Quartermasters with instructions that they 
complete the form online through the Online 
Membership System (OMS) or they can complete 
the form and return directly to National 
Headquarters immediately following the election 
of Post Oʟcers but not later than June 1. Avoid 
having your Post Charter being suspended by 
ensuring the Post Election Report is ʝled on 
time. 

For District Commanders it would be: 

Sec 403 Ɉ Regular, Special and Committee 
Meetings; Convention; Quorum; 
Authorized Attendees. 

Sec 415 Ɉ Eligibility to Oʟce. 

Sec 416 Ɉ Elected and Appointed Oʟcers; 
Chairmen and Committees 

Sec 417 Ɉ Nomination, Election, Installation 
and Term of Oʟce 

Sec 418 Ɉ Oʟcers: Duties and Obligations 

Sec 421 - Voting 
 

Judge Advocate continued on page 6 
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Gene Ratigliano, 
PSC  

 NATIONAL COUNCIL 
  MEMBER 

Comrades, 

Since my last report to you, I attended the 
Washington Conference where a workshop and 
formal C of A was held and National Commander 
Lipphardt provided his testimony to the Senate 
and House Committee on Veteranɍs aʜairs which 
was very well received with the room packed to 
the gills. 

During the C of A workshop Quartermaster 
General Marc Garduno provided a wealth of 
information on the ʝnancial condition of the 
National organization and reported on a number 
important committees and follow-on actions that 
would take place at the formal C of A during the 
conference. 

Quartermaster General Garduno and Victor 
Letourneaut the Budget Chair reported to the 
Council that as of December 31, 2024 the VFWɍs 
total unrestricted cash and investments were 
$77.5 million at the end of December.  This 
represents an increase of $7.3 million since 
August 31st.  The increase was due to strong 
fundraising during the month of December which 
saw a total revenue of $11 million which was the 
largest fundraising month in the history of the 
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Judge Advocate continued from page 5 

A properly completed District Election Report 
shall be submitted to National Headquarters 
prior to the convening of the Department 
Convention. 

To all the Past Commanders at the Department, 
District and Post levels, remember it is our 
responsibility to assist our oʟcers with all the 
counsel and experience we gained during our 
term of oʟce.  

Letɍs all work together to ʝnish this year on a 
high note and have a banner 2024 Ɉ 2025 VFW 
year. 

To the incoming oʟcers, I am only a phone call 
or email away if I can be of assistance to you. 

Good luck and remember, we are One Team. 

Ben Thompson, PSC 

Judge Advocate 

VFW.  As we move into 2025 the National 
organization is reʞecting a deʝcit of a little over 
$2 million which is not unusual at the beginning 
of the year. With the markets ʞuctuating as they 
have been we will tend to see an up and down 
rise in income and revenue.  The direct mail 
packages with the guaranteed contract VFW has 
in place for a large portion of the fundraising 
program should put the budget in a strong 
position by the end of the ʝscal year. 

During the full day workshop on Sunday, March 
2nd a number of topics were discussed.  There 
were updates from the Quartermaster General on 
the Audit & Compensation Committee, a 
Retirement Board update, discussion of the Life 
Member Payout to Posts and Departments and a 
lengthy presentation on upgrade to the VFW 
properties. 

Adjutant General Dan West provided the Council 
suggested job descriptions for the senior 
leadership as was requested previously by the 
Council.  The VFW marketing plan was presented 
as well as National Awards and Citations and 
Legislative Committee Policy discussion. 

Of particular note was a discussion on the Voice 
of Democracy Program and the proposed 
changes to the program from the current Parade 
of Winners and awards at the Washington 
Conference to the proposed program in Valley 
Forge.  A number of Council members presented 
their feelings on the change and the leadership 
provided the pros and cons for changing the 
program.  The resulting discussion brought out 
the risks associated with continuing with the 
program in Washington vs the proposed program 
for Valley Forge wherein the National 
organization felt mitigated the risk of liability.  
The Adjutant General suggested to the Council 
that when it came to voting on the change during 
the upcoming C of A, there were three options.  
Vote for the change by secret ballot, vote by roll 
call vote or vote by a voice vote.  A voice vote at 
the following days C of A was what was agreed 
upon at the workshop by the Council members.  
Based on the Department of New Yorks desire to 
keep the VOD Program as it currently stands, I 
voted no to the recommended change. 

It was announced that the 126th National 
Convention to be held in Columbus, Ohio from 
August 9 Ɉ 13, 2025 will be shortened by one 
day.  The easiest way to make reservations is on 
line at www.vfw.org/convention.  Deadline for 
reservations made by phone or on-line will be 
July 1, 2025.  If you have any questions 
regarding reservations prior to the cutoʜ date 
you can send an email to 
housing@experiencecolumbus.com. 

 
Something new for the National Convention this 

year is a formal awards banquet to celebrate  

National Council Member continued on page 
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James Haas 
STATE SURGEON 

National Council Member continued  from 

page 6 

VFWɍs 125 year history and recognize some of 
the more prestigious awards from the VFW and 
Auxiliary.  The banquet will take place on 
Monday, August 11th from 5:30 to 9:00 PM in the 
Battelle Grand Ballroom at the Greater Columbus 
Convention Center  Seats for the banquet are 
$125.00 each on a ʝrst come ʝrst serve basis.  
Cocktail hour will begin at 5:30 PM and banquet 
doors will open at 6:15 PM.  The  Dress Code for 
this event is Semi-Formal to Formal Attire.  
Ticket sales opened March 18th.  More 
information will be provided by the Department 
as the event is ʝrmed up.  

The Council of Administration at the Washington 
Conference approved a number of motions which 
included the following: 

 -  To accept the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars of the United States Financial Statements 
and Report of the Independent Certiʝed CPAɍs 
for FY ending August 31, 2024. 

  -  To approve the engagement of 
Pickett, Chaney, & McMullen for audit and tax 
services for the 2024-25 ʝscal year. (Just as a 
note, by engaging this ʝrm VFW National saves 
$100,000.00) 

 -  That the Council authorizes Life 
Membership payouts for the 2025-26 ʝscal year 
as follows: 

 Plans A, B & C $10.50 for each Life 
Member ($3.50 each to Post, Dept & National) 

 Plan D  $11.70 for each Life Member 
($3.90 to each Post, Dept & National) 

 Plan E $23.10 for each Life Member (7.70 
to each Post, Dept & National) 

 -  To suspend the Voice of 
Democracy Program as it currently stands with 
awarding of scholarships and Parade of Winners 
at the annual Washington Conference and 
replace it with the ɐFounding Forwardɑ trip 
formally known as the ɐFreedoms Foundationɑ 
trip in Valley Forge, PA.   

The Council of Administration Workshop is where 
all the work is done by Department Council 
members prior to the holding of the formal C of 
A when scheduled.  The workshop is a lengthy 
day in which to compact a variety of topics to be 
discussed and reviewed by Council members.  In 
just this Washington Conference alone topics 
covered included review of the National past 
budget results and review of the upcoming VFW 
year budget, marketing strategies, membership, 
Retirement Board actions, external audit 
strategies and the review of independent auditor 
reports, detailed review of VFW property 
upgrade work, VFW Foundation progress and a 
review of Administrative Operations.   

I would like to remind all our Post Commanders 
that March is the month for all nominations for 

those moving up through the chairs with 
elections to take place in the month of April.  Do 
not submit any election reports in the month of 
March as they will be returned.  And ʝnally, use 
the On-Line Membership System (OMS) to enter 
your elections reports.  It is easy, it is fast and 
is the way to go!  

Until my next update, donɍt forget about 
membership.  We have just a little over two 
months to reach that goal of 102%.  You can 
get us there.  And remember, all reports are 
due by May 1st to be eligible for the State 
Commanderɍs All-State Awards Program.  

As we near the convention in June, I would like 
to make you aware that I am seeking another 
term on the National Council of Administration 
for the upcoming term. Representing you on the 
National Council has been a demanding and 
rewarding experience and hope that I have 
provided you an insight into the workings of the 
National organization. Please consider sending 
me back to represent you at National and am 
asking for your support and delegate votes at 
the Department convention in June. 

May you have a fun and enjoyable summer and 
with all the work we do, make time for your 
families. 

Yours in Comradeship, 

 

 

Gene Ratigliano, PSC 

National Council Member  
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Comrades, 

With the cold weather this winter the Albany 

Stratton VA Medical Center asked me if the VFW 

could help collect footwear for the veterans that 

they assist.  

With a shout out to the Posts in District 3, at the 
end of February, I delivered 45 pairs of boots 
and shoes to the Albany Stratton VA. All the 
boots and shoes came from Ghent Post 5833, 
Ballston Spa Post 358 and Colonie Post 8692 
with a total value of $3,400.  

State Surgeon continued on page 9 
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Washington  

Conference  

March 1 -6, 2025  
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Art Scheuneman 
NATIONAL HOME 
CHAIRMAN 

Comrades, 

After turning the page on a New Year, a lot of 
things are underway during this year. First oʜ, on 
January 7th the National Home celebrated its 
100th year of operation with a Birthday party and 
cake cutting.  

Celebrating a Century of Service: 100-Year 
Anniversary Gala I attended the VFW National 
Homeɍs 100-Year Anniversary Gala on February 
8, 2025, which was truly a night to remember. 
Two hundred supporters, consisting of Trustees, 
alumni, and staʜ of the VFW National Home 
gathered at the DoubleTree by Hilton in 
downtown Lansing to commemorate the 
milestone: 100 years of dedicated service to 
veterans and their families! Many of the National 
Line Oʟcers from the VFW and the Auxiliary were 
in attendance along with past National CiCɍs and 
National Presidents to help celebrate this historic 
event. This momentous event was not just a 
celebration; it was a heartfelt acknowledgment of 
the unwavering commitment to honoring our 
veterans and their sacriʝces.  

State Surgeon continued from page 7 

In March an additional 8 pairs of boots and 6 pair 
of slippers from Glens Falls Post were donated, 20 
additional pairs of boots from 3274 Fort Plain and 
18 pairs of sneakers from Queensbury Post with a 
value of $2,800.  All total 73 pair of boots. 6 pair 
of slippers and 18 pair of sneakers. The total 
donation is $6,200.00. March 31st, I delivered 
Hospice 6 handmade quilts and 18 lap blankets all 
knitted. Donation came from Queensbury Post. 

Yours in Comradeship, 

James Haas 

State Surgeon 
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VFW National Home Paving Project Completed: A 
Step Forward for Our Community We are excited 
to announce the completion of the street paving 
project for the VFW National Home, a signiʝcant 
initiative that began in the spring of 2024. This 
project was completed in multiple phases 
throughout 2024, all with the aim of minimizing 
disruptions to the community and ensuring the 
safety of residents and visitors alike.  

The National Home's neighborhood is open to the 
families of actively serving military personnel, 
veterans, and relatives of VFW and VFW Auxiliary 
members. The family can be one or both parents 
with one or more children. If you know a family 
that could use our services, please encourage 
them to call 800-313-4200 or through our 
website at www.vfwnationalhome.org  

The National Home is celebrating its 100-year 
anniversary during the year of 2025, and we'd 
love for you to join us! We have a series of 
events planned throughout the year, including a 
community celebration in June. If you are looking 
for something to do and have never been to the 
National Home or even if you have visited many 
times in the past, you are all invited to visit the 
National Home during the week June 21st Ɉ 28th. 
There are many hotels in the area, please make 
your reservations early as rooms are going fast. 
It all cumulates on the 28th with a daylong 
celebration. There will be carnival for the young 
at heart, live entertainment, old timersɍ baseball 
game and capped oʜ with a laser light show.  

Finally, during the National Convention in 
Columbus, Ohio the National Home will be 
running charter buses from the convention to 
tour the VFW National Home. Prior reservations 
required. For more information, please visit our 
website at www.vfwnationalhome.org  
 
Loyally,  

Art Scheuneman,  

National Home Trustee  

District 2 2019-2025  

VFW Department of NY  

National Home Chairman  

wdstock44@yahoo.co 

585-689-5975 

 

http://www.vfwnationalhome.org
http://www.vfwnationalhome.org
mailto:wdstock44@yahoo.co
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Arthur E. Koch III, 76 years of age, passed away 
Friday January 24, 2025 at Nicholas H. Noyes 
Memorial Hospital in Dansville, NY. 

Art served with U.S. Army, 361st Signal Battalion 

in Vietnam 1968-1969.  Upon his return he 

served with the Signal School at Ft. Gordon, GA 

till his discharge in 1971.  Art was also a member 

of the National Guard for 3 years. 

Art was a Charter and Life Member of Frank J. 

Casbolt Memorial Post No. 6780 in Dansville, New 

York.  At Post level he served as Commander for 

3 years earning ɐAll Stateɑ honors each year. He 

served as Post Quartermaster for over 20 years. 

On the Council level, he was named to the team 

of ɐAll State County Council Commandersɑ 1981-

1982. Art was ɐAll State District Commanderɑ 

1986-87 where he had both highest gain in 

percentage and numerical. 

Art served as State Commander of New York 

1995-1996. He was the National Chief of Staff 

1999-2000 and also served as Vice Chairman for 

several National Committees. 

Art retired from Foster Wheeler with 33 years of 

service when plant closed but he didnɍt 

completely retire. Art was appointed State 

Adjutant for the Department of New York VFW in 

August 2003 and relocated to Albany where he 

worked as the State Adjutant for eleven years.  

 

IN MEMORY OF  

PSC Arthur E. Koch III 

Comrades, 

Once more I want to say Thank You to all the 
Posts, Auxiliaries and Members who donated 
to the Service oʟcer Raʠe and Journal. As of 
now we have $10,050.00 in prize money with 
87 prizes that will be drawn. The Journal had 
66 Ads. We are down 7 from last year, I hope 
by the time this memo goes to print we will 
come closer to last year's total. I just want to 
repeat and say Thank You to all Comrades, 
for the great response to this deserving cause. 
We are so grateful to all who have participated 
in the Service Oʟcer Raʠe and Journal 
through the years.  As I said before, without 
your generous support, we would not be able 
to raise the additional funds needed to 
continue the service provided by our Service 
Oʟcer. The work they do, as we all know, is 
essential in both counseling our Veterans and 
helping them with their claims so they can 
receive the beneʝts they need.  I hope to 
continue as the Chair of the Service Oʟcer 
program once again. I will graciously accept 
the Chairmanship. With all your help as in the 
past, we can hope to have another great 
Program next year.  In closing I would like to 
congratulate all the winners in the raʠe.   

Now letɍs talk about Raʠe Tickets  

Last year we had a great Raʠe, I think we 
could do the same this year Lets show our 
Servicers Oʟcers how much we appreciate 
the work they do for all our Veterans.  There 
are 2 sheets of tickets with 12 tickets on each 
sheet.  The tickets are $5.00 a piece or 6 for 
$25.00 or 12 tickets $50.00.  You can always 
ask for more (HINT). The drawing will be held 
at the Spring Conference.  

L~|]zh M~ªªj|®r|~ 
Ronald Sorrentino 

Veterans Service Oʟcer Journal & Raʠe 
Chairman 
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Comrades, 

Washington Ɉ The Defense POW-MIA Accounting 
Agency (DPAA) announced that U.S. Army Forces 
Staʜ Sgt. Eugene J. Darrigan, 26, of Wappingerɍs 
Falls, New York, killed during WWII was 
accounted for on September 20, 2024. 

Darriganɍs family recently received their full 
brieʝng on his identiʝcation, therefore additional 
details can be shared. 

In March of 1944, Darrigan was assigned to the 
320th Bombardment Squadron, 90th Bombardment 
Group, 5th Air Force and deployed in present day 
Papua New Guinea. On the morning of March 11th, 
Darrigan, the radio operator onboard a B-24 
ɐLiberatorɑ ɐHeaven Can Waitɑ departed Nadzab 
Strip #1, Papua New Guinea, as part of a 
bombing mission against enemy positions at 
Boram Airʝeld and Awar Point, Hansa Bay located 
along the northern coast of New Guinea. 
Observers from other aircraft in formation 
reported seeing ʞames erupting from the bomb 
bay, spreading to the tail quickly. ɐHeaven Can 
Waitɑ was seen pitching up violently before 
banking left and crashing down into the water. It 
is believed that anti-aircraft ʝre hit the plane, 
causing un-dropped ordnance to explode. 

Following the war, the American Graves 
Registration Service, the military unit responsible 
for investigating and recovering missing American 
personnel in the Paciʝc Theatre, conducted 
exhaustive searches of battle areas and crash 
sites in New Guinea, concluding their search in 
1948. In March of 1950, a board of AGRS oʟcials 
concluded they were unable to locate any remains 
of Darrigan and the other ɐHeaven Can Waitɑ 
crew members. They were designated as non-
recoverable. 

Between 2013 and 2017, the family of 2nd Lt. 
Kelly, ɐHeaven Can Waitɑ bombardier, undertook 
a dedicated archival research eʜort to collect 
historical documents and eyewitness accounts of 
the loss of the ɐHeaven Can Waitɑ crew.  The 
family worked with Sr. Scott Althaus of the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign to 
complete this eʜort and provided this 
documentation. In October 2017, Project Recover, 
a DPAA partner organization, located the 
wreckage, performing visual inspections and 
clearing the site of any unexploded ordnance. 
From March 9th through April 13th, 2023, an 

POW/MIA Chairman continued on page 14  

John Lombardo 
Assistant Department 

Service Oʟcer 

Comrades, 

Some of you may remember a time in the not 

too distant past when I worked for you from the 

Albany VA Medical Center as one of your 

Accredited State Service Oʟcers. As you may or 

may not be aware, I recently began working out 

of the Buʜalo oʟce this past July. It has been a 

wonderful transition back to my childhood 

neighborhood as this is where I grew up. One 

thing that has become clear since my return, is 

that there is no shortage of need when it comes 

to qualiʝed knowledgeable service oʟcers. In 

fact, I believe the volume of need has only 

increased since my time in Albany. In recent 

days, I have been asked several times about 

working for VFW DNY and or working as a 

service oʟcer in general and so I thought this 

topic might be appropriate for the newsletter. I 

encourage you to ʝnd those members amongst 

you that have that drive to serve and the 

willingness to learn to reach out to Department 

whenever there are open positions. This goes 

double for downstate! 

That said, this work is not for everyone. Allow 

me to lay some hard truths on you in 

contemplation of taking on a State Service 

Oʟcer role. First, this job is very diʟcult for 

those with young children. I cannot begin to 

count how many times I have needed to be 

away from home (trainings/conferences/etc.) 

for extended periods of time or have needed to 

meet a Veteran outside of normal working hours 

(to accommodate their work schedule for 

example) at the cost of missing time with 

children or laying additional burden on a spouse. 

In the same breath, you will not get rich from 

doing this work. There is no overtime, no 

retirement/pension, nor beneʝts (such as 

medical/dental/etc.) and the salary is not 

competitive even with the same position in 

neighboring States. Additionally, you will see 

every version of human personality from 

disrespectful, impatient, and obtuse to   

ADSO continued on page 14  
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underwater recovery team excavated the crash 
site, where they recovered possible osseous 
materials and various material evidence, 
including life support equipment and 
identiʝcation tags.  The recovered evidence 
was sent to the DPAA Laboratory for review 
and analysis.  

To identify Darriganɍs remains, scientists from 
DPAA used dental and anthropological 
analyses, as well as material and 
circumstantial evidence. Additionally, scientists 
from the Armed Forces Medical Examiner 
System used mitochondrial DNA, Y-
chromosome DNA and autosomal DNA 
analysis. 

Darriganɍs name is recorded on the Walls of 
the Missing at the Manila American Cemetery 
and Memorial, along with others still missing 
from WWII. A rosette will be placed next to his 
name to indicate he has been accounted for. 
Darrigan will be buried in Calverton, New York 
yet to be determined. 

Still accounted for: WWII -71,970; Korea Ɉ 
7,438; Vietnam Ɉ 1,573; Cold War Ɉ 126; Gulf 
War Ɉ 6.  

ADSO continued from page 13  

compassionate, understanding, and patient. You 

will work with those suʜering from severe 

untreated mental illness and the dysregulated 

thought patterns they sometimes employ. You 

could potentially even ʝnd yourself in physical 

danger if you are not paying attention. Working 

in this ʝeld will require you to become proʝcient 

with the Latin language as service oʟcer work 

functions within the arena where the medical 

and legal ʝelds collide. As a service oʟcer, you 

will ʝnd that the spare time you previously used 

for reading Cosmo magazine, an exciting 

graphic novel, or 50 Shades of Chartreuse, will 

instead, turn into reading the latest action-

packed CAVC court decisions, studying the 

potential impact of the former Chevron doctrine 

on VA Law, the Veterans Law Journal, and 

activities such as conducting research on 

whether there is suʟcient peer-reviewed 

medical literature to support the correlation 

between exposure to the cadmium found on 

aircraft wheels with the development of an 

ascending Aortic Aneurysm (spoiler alert: there 

is!). The threat of burnout is real, and you must 

have the ability hang up your hat when you get 

home (or at least try). You will try to resist the 

urge to continue doing work at home after 

hours, but you will fail and end up ultimately 

accepting that you now have a second, albeit more 

domesticated, oʟce space. You will ʝnd that you 

are lied to, ignored and frequently gaslit by the 

very agency that accredited you and you will have 

to learn to recognize when seeking a resolution 

becomes futile and a better use of your resources 

(such as your time) would be to take a diʜerent 

path. This is not always as straightforward and 

easy at it may seem on the surface; however, at 

some point you will gain enough understanding to 

become competent in your position. This does not 

happen quickly, and even the government 

estimates the average learning curve to proʝciency 

in this work is 2-3 years. When you do ʝnally get a 

handle on the business and nuances of the inside 

baseball at the VA, you will then have customers/

stakeholders who will expect you to explain it all to 

them but not before you have taken your 2-3 

years of knowledge and turned it into laymenɍs 

terms for them. Yes, I may be a bit facetious, 

sarcastic, and hyperbolic in my descriptions here, 

but I assure youɖ. not by much. 

So why in the world would anyone want to work 

for the VFW as a service oʟcer, you might ask?  

NO ONE DOES MORE FOR VETERANS. First and 

foremost, our motto is our mission, and no other 

organization can come close to matching it. If you 

truly feel those words, then this job is for you 

because you know you will let nothing get in the 

way of your mission. Nowhere else will you get to 

help your brothers and sisters in arms in such an 

impactful way and get to see the results of your 

work. 

TRAINING. While many years ago it was not 
always the case, I can say conʝdently that for 
quite some time now, no other Service 
Organization provides the frequency, the quality, 
or the quantity of training in this ʝeld. Not the 
DAV, not the Legion, not NYS, not any of them. 
VFW National Service Oʟcer training is the current 
premier standard. 

CAMRADARIE. Some say misery loves company, I 
say shared service and sacriʝce makes for 
unshakeable relationships. In part because of what 
it takes to do this job, those that carry the water 
with you in this career ʝeld will prove out to be 
some of the most loyal and rock steady people you 
will ever work with. 

CATHARSIS. Some of us have a real problem with 
injusticeɖ. Iɍm not mentioning any names here. 
Those of us in that camp ʝnd that work of this 
nature scratches that itch and provides an outlet of 
sorts. Sometimes we still need to have a little  

ADSO continued on page 15 
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Spring Conference  

April 10 -13 

Radisson Hotel  

Corning, NY  
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