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Comrades, 

As the Holiday season approaches and the year 

comes to an end, I would like to again take the 

opportunity to thank the membership for another 

very successful administrative year for the  

State Adjutant continued on page 2 

  
 
 
 
 

Comrades, 

First as always, I am donating the money I would 

have used for Christmas Cards and postage to the 

Commanderɍs Special project. Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year to all. 

We are halfway through the 2025-2026 VFW year. 

It is time to reʞect on the Post and District goals  
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Comrades  

It is December 2nd and as I sit here at my desk 

and look out the window it is snowing like hell 

and I donɍt live in lake eʜect territory so winter 

is here Iɍm guessing. Hope all of you and your 

families had a great Thanksgiving. As for me, I 

am keeping busy attending meetings and doing 

the business of the VFW. Our Vallone program in 

NYC is fully staʜed now and seems to be doing 

great things for our Comrades and Veterans in 

the New York City area. A few weeks ago, 

Adjutant Mitchell, VSO Collin Anderson and VSO 

Maddie Fletcher and I attended a Veterans day 

Ceremony at the Metropolitan Museum of Art if 

you have never been there, you should make a 

visit what a wonderful place.  

Membership you know we are all about 

membership and as of today December 2nd we 

are at 90.38% and we are doing great lets keep 

up the good work, I have learned that there are 

young veterans out there that are willing to join 

our organization we just have to approach them 

and let them know what we are all about, one 

example I attended a Military Ball at the VFW 

Post in Carthage just outside of Fort Drum a 

Female W4 assigned to Fort Drum was  

State Commander continued on page 2 
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State Commander continued from page 1 

sitting next to me she is now a member of the VFW, oh 

one more I went to West Point to a foot ball game two 

weeks ago recruited a new member in the parking lot so 

they are out there you just need to ask.  

Itɍs VOD Patriot Pen time of the year hope you are doing 

well and have gotten you Post winners to the District 

chairman by now and are working on all the other 

wonderful programs we oʜer. Donɍtɍ forget to order your 

Poppies and get your Community Service reports in, for 

Post Commanders reach out to your District Commanders 

if you have not been inspected and get your inspection 

done, I still see a lot of red on memstats I know you know 

what needs to be done letɍs not sit back and wait until itɍs 

to late.  

Comrades we are six months into my term itɍs going 

pretty fast and Iɍm still doing a lot of traveling I may not 

get to your Post but I am getting to every District meeting 

I can I am proud to represent you as your Commander 

and proud of the work you do for Veterans and your 

community keep up the good work, remember January 9th 

and 10th Mid-Winter council meeting at the Marriott in 

Albany and March 27th 28th and 29th Spring Conference in 

Corning hope to see you at one of those meetings.  

Yours in Comradeship, 

Commander James MacArthur. 
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State Adjutant continued from page 1 

Department of New York. With the start of the new year, it 

is the perfect time to take advantage of the VFW 

Foundationɍs Post Assistance Grant to make some 

improvements at your Post. This grant is oʜered 

exclusively to VFW Posts to oʜset expenses incurred for 

building repairs and equipment that enhance or restore the 

Postɍs ability to serve veterans and their families. 

Applicants for this grant are limited to receiving one Post 

Assistance Grant every three years with the 2023-2024 

cycle being the inaugural grant year. The maximum grant 

award is $2500.00, and the minimum request amount is 

$500.00. Post Assistance Grants are now open and 

applications can be completed on the VFW Programs 

Dashboard. 

As we have reached the deadline for entries at the Post 

level for our Voice of Democracy and Patriotɍs Pen 

Programs, please ensure that your Post completes their 

entries on the All-American Programs Dashboard. Post 

entries can be made by the Adjutant, Quartermaster, 

Commander, Sr. Vice, or Jr. Vice Commanders. These 

entries are mandatory for a Post to meet the requirements 

to qualify as an ɐAll-Americanɑ Post. The deadline for Posts 

to make their Dashboard entries for the Voice of  

State Adjutant continued on page 4 



Jack Sanford 
SR. VICE 

COMMMANDER 

NEW YORK STATE OVERSEAS VETERAN 
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and structure. The structure is by-laws, ʝnancial 

and eʜective oʟcers. During the past few years, we 

at headquarters have had to deal with many issues 

which should have been stopped at the Post and or 

District levels. Posts need to take a long look at 

where you are today. Posts need to look at where 

they were 3-5 years ago and ask what has 

happened. Have we improved, have we lost 

ground? In either case, Posts need to take actions 

to continue to grow and prosper. Why am I saying 

this, too many post issues are arising and when the 

Department ʝnds out about it the issue is now a 

major event. The Post and District Quartermasters 

need to read the manuals and those sections of the 

By-Laws and the Manual of Procedure pertaining to 

their oʟce. Funds cannot be disbursed on the sole 

say so of the commander nor any other oʟcer. We 

are a very eʜective organization and with 

everyoneɍs help we will continue. 

Thank you 

 

Daniel B McMahon 

Quartermaster  

dmcmahon@vfwny.com 

518 414-2605 
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Comrades, 

As the winter Holidays approach, we have an 

opportunity to reʞect on the accomplishments we 

have made, and what lies ahead. First, I would like 

to wish you all and your Families a Happy 

Hanukkah, Merry Christmas and a Very Happy and 

Healthy New Year. You all know we still have 6 

months ahead of us. So, when January 5th rolls 

around and we all well rested letɍs get back to the 

business of our Posts, Districts and Department. I 

hope many of you have taken the opportunity to 

attend your Districts OTI, if not Please plan to 

attend your District OTI it is well worth it, not just 

for the information value that you gain, but the 

interaction and information you gain and share 

between you and your Comrades throughout your 

District.  By now you should all be on your way to 

all be on your way to being Inspected there is no 

reason why every Post cannot be inspected within 

the next 3 months the collection of all the 

information (Bond, 990, Trustee Reports) should 

take less than a week (there were a number of 

Postɍs that were still not inspected by the State 

Convention). Remember Community Service        

Reports can be submitted by any Post Member at 

any time, but the best time is when you have 

completed your project / program. 

As you are all aware by now Commander MacArthur 

has set as his Membership goal at 101%, which is 

not an unreasonable goal and is attainable. Let us 

NOT get caught in a trap of competing with other 

Posts because every Post has its own unique 

circumstances let us concentrate on our Post goals 

and compete within ourselves and making our Post 

at least 1% better than the year before. Remember 

as you go out into your community for your    

programs (Scouting, Legislative, Voice of 

Democracy, Patriots Pen just to mention a few 

DONɍT FORGET MEMBERSHIP carry a few 

membership applications with you so you donɍt miss 

any opportunities to Recruit and it couldn't hurt to 

even have a few Auxiliary Applications. Sometimes 

when we recruit someone to the Auxiliary you find 

the eligible   Veteran for the VFW never limit your 

opportunities for success. 

Meetings! what can I say about meetings. On the 

average you will attend 10 Post Meetings a year, 3 

District Meetings a year and then there are those of 

us that will attend 3 or more Department Meetings. 

I personally look forward to meeting with my 

Comrades and sharing ideas. Remember meetings 

are information and information is POWER. When 

you miss Post or District Meetings you miss your 

opportunity to gain vital information about your Post 

or District, and your opportunity to make yourself 

heard and to express YOUR opinions. The response I 

most often hear is ɐWell I go to the meeting via 

ZOOMɑ. Believe me when I say ZOOM does have its 

place but you have lost your opportunity to connect 

and interact with your Comrades on a personnel 

basis and to share information and opinions with 

them on what course of action your Post or District 

will peruse. ZOOM or Networking will never take the 

place live face to face interaction, but I do 

encourage you to use all formats of communications 

available to keep your Comrades informed. 

I hope to see as many of my comrades as I can at 

the Spring Conference and hope you all have a 

successful year. Letɍs put New York on top again, 

because ɐWhoɍs Better Nobodyɑ. 

Jack Sanford 

Sr. Vice Commander 

mailto:dmcmahon@vfwny.com
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State Adjutant continued from page 2 

Democracy and Patriotɍs Pen Programs is January 

31, 2026. The National ɐAll-Americanɑ Program is 

designed to recognize exceptional leadership, 

teamwork, and accomplishments in membership 

growth and VFW core programs. 

Membership, as always, is a priority again this year 

and Commander MacArthur appreciates your eʜorts 

in recruiting and reinstating new members. It is 

equally important that we work hard to retain our 

current members. Every member we can recruit or 

retain will contribute to the overall success and 

strength of our Department and the VFW. 

I would like to wish everyone a safe and joyous 

holiday season and a happy and peaceful New Year! 

 

Yours in Comradeship, 

Bob Mitchell 

Comrades, 
 

As we look forward to the Christmas season, we 

have so much to be thankful for. We look forward to 

spending time with family and friends, meals with 

family and exchanging gifts.  

This is the time of year that we all must take time to 

think about those less fortunate than most of us. 

This is when we all must come together to try to 

make the holiday season brighter for our fellow 

Veterans and their families. It doesnɍt take a lot to 

bring a smile to someoneɍs face. It could be no 

more than a card, a visit, or a phone call. A program 

sponsored by the Post and Auxiliary is a way to 

show support for our Veterans and families that may 

not have family members nearby. Whatever we do, 

we need to remember to show our support for all 

our Veterans. 

Judge Advocate continued on page 5 

Marcello Rotunda 
JR. VICE 

COMMANDER 

Comrades, 

I have been busy traveling these past three months. 

In September I attended the District 6 meeting and 

then ʞew to Kansas City to attend the Jr. Vice 

Commander training that was held at the same time 

as the Department Fall Conference. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the end of October it was oʜ to Delaware to  

attend the Eastern States Conference. 

November saw me attending the  District 5 

meeting and then in December I attended the 

District 8 meeting. 

Wishing you and your family a Happy Holidays. 

Yours in Comradeship, 

Marcello Rotunda 

Jr. Vice Commander 



Harold Patchen 
STATE INSPECTOR  

Judge Advocate continued from page 4 

Once again, this year, the members of Proctor-Hopson 

Post #1896, Veterans of Foreign Wars of the US and 

its Auxiliary sponsored our Holiday Cheer/Trees for 

Troops program, and yes this was our 22nd year. On 

behalf of the Oʟcers and Members of Proctor-Hopson 

Post #1896, I would like to thank everyone for their 

generous donations to the Proctor-Hopson Post #1896 

VFW Military Family Support Centerɍs Holiday Cheer/

Trees for Troops program. As in the past, the program 

was a joint venture between Proctor-Hopson Post 

#1896, Veterans of Foreign Wars and its Auxiliary, 

DHL Express, Deeɍs Nursery, and The American 

Citizens for Soldiers in Service. It is our goal to try to 

bring a little taste of home to our troops serving in 

Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar and Abu Dhabi, Iraq, Djibouti, 

and Jordan during the holiday season. Again, this 

year, we were able to ship over 500 live Christmas 

trees with lights ornaments and Menorahs to our 

troops along with cards and gifts.  

Again, thank you for your support and for showing our 

nations servicemen and women, along with their 

families, you care.  

Wishing everyone an enjoyable and safe holiday 

season. 

 
Ben Thompson,   
Past State Commander  
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James Haas 
STATE SURGEON 

Comrades, 

As the Department of New York VFW Surgeon, I am 

excited to report that much activity has been taking 

place throughout the VA Medical Centers in the 

state.  

Emmitt Henry VAVS Oʟcer continues to work hard 

at the VA Medical center Queens. Emmitt received 

the Honors award at the 

Queens Borough President's event for his many 

hours of volunteer service.  Congrats to Emmitt 

In District 3, VAVS Oʟcer Raymond Thies 

donated $1,000 in gift cards to the Albany Va 

Stratton Medical Center. The donation came from  

State Surgeon continued on page 6 

Comrades, 

Iɍm pleased to report that the pace of the Post 

inspections coming into the department is picking 

up and I thank you. Holding onto them to send in 

as a group ends up hurting the post and is not a 

good practice. Iɍve been asked ɐWhat is the latest 

date we can turn the inspections in to the 

departmentɑ? The answer is simple, A.S.A.P. The 

idea is to get individual inspections in as soon as 

they are completed, allowing posts time to make 

the necessary corrections. District Commanders, 

letɍs try to have all posts inspections in NLT at the 

end of February. If there are issues or anything 

that I can help you with, donɍt wait, call me (518 

899 4976) so that we can work it out together. 

The most common error Iɍm ʝnding is 

Quartermaster reconciliation values on the 

Quarterly Trustee reports. These errors are very 

noticeable, ranging from 2 cents (which was 

approved with a comment that the error needs to 

be found) to as much as $10000.00. More than 

one Trustee report has come in with no 

reconciliation information at all. This makes me 

wonder if some, fortunately not many, Post 

Trustees are ɐPencil Whippingɑ these reports. If 

Post Trustees donɍt do a thorough job and down 

the road money goes missing, the post may very 

well not get the money back. As Trustees we are 

basically certifying that the report is correct. 

Inspectors should take a quick look at the Trustee 

reports before accepting them from the post QM.  

State Inspector continued on page 6 
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State Surgeon continued from page 4 

Ray's personal funds. 

District 3 donated an 

additional $250 in gift 

cards along with the 

Robert L. Weininger VFW 

Post 8692 that donated 

$1,000 in Gift Cards that 

will help the VA 

Medical Center Food Bank. 

The VA Albany announced 

it now has a Woman's 

Veteran's needs closet 

that will open in 

December.  

District 5 John Shatraw 

and Mark Johnson, our newly appointed VAVS 

Oʟcers, report that they are working as Greeters at 

the Syracuse VA Medical Center and considering doing 

home visits to the Veterans that are homebound. 

District 5 reps are also working on securing donations 

of crafts for the Veterans craft program. 

 At the Buʜalo Medical Center, we have submitted 

Lance Becker as our Newly Appointed VAVS Oʟcer. 

We are waiting for approval from National. This will ʝll 

the void of a VFW VAVS representative within that 

area.  

We have an opening in District 2 for a VAVS 

representative. Any member in that district that is 

interested, please contact the Department of New 

York VFW.  

I again state my commitment to the Surgeon 

position and wish all Happy and Safe Holidays.  

Jim Haas 

State Surgeon 

State Inspector continued from page 5 

Post Commanders should be reminded at the 

beginning of the inspection that the purpose of 

these inspections is to ʝnd items that could cause 

the post serious problems, while they are still 

ʝxable. We donɍt want any post to have their 

charter suspended OR worse yet revoked. 

Iɍd like to wish all VFW and Auxiliary members a 

Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah and a very 

Happy New Year. Letɍs also take time to 

remember our homebound members, 

hospitalized members and all military personnel 

deployed. 

In Comradeship, 

Harold Patchen 
Inspector, Dept. of N.Y. 
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Gene Ratigliano, 
PSC  

 NATIONAL COUNCIL 
  MEMBER 

Daniel Kell 
PAST STATE COMMANDER 

Comrades, 

    As we approach the end of the year the 

Department of New York is continuing to move 

forward as we strive to reach our goals in all 

categories set forth by National. 

With the year in full swing, and the holiday season 

here I hope everyone is prepared for the winter 

season, be safe on your travels and the slippery 

conditions that will come.  This is the time of year 

where we spend time with our Comrades, family, and 

friends.    

    As the new year begins, we need to continue to 

communicate with each other, continue our mission 

on recruiting new members, reinstating members and 

letting them know we are a family-oriented 

organization that not only supports our veterans but 

our communities as well, we need to continue to work 

together to make a diʜerence and build membership 

to include all generations.  We are continuing to move 

forward in membership Currently the Department of 

New York stands at 90.61% working our way towards 

Nationals goal of 101% which is very attainable to 

achieve by June 30, 2025, in getting our State 

Commander James MacArthur and Department of 

New York to All-American status.   

    Letɍs not forget about the importance of reporting 

information to the Department of New York and 

ensure they are entering their program information 

on the All-American Dashboard for Community 

Service, Voice of Democracy, Patriots Pen and 

Teachers.  Also letɍs not forget about Scouting of the 

year award for members of the Boy Scouts and Girl 

Scouts to be recognized for their standout citizenship, 

patriotism as well as are Safety and Public Servant 

Service Award for Fireman, Law Enforcement and 

EMT First Responders. 

    Mid-Winter Council of Administration Meeting will 

be held on 9 January 2026 at Albany Marriott.  

Looking forward to seeing everyone there, working 

together as a team and communicating from 

Department level down to the District, Post as well as 

our Auxiliary to have a successful year. 

Past State Commander continued on page 8 

 

 

Greetings from your National Council Member! 

In our last issue of the Overseas Veteran, I reported 

to you the extensive happenings in the C of A 

workshop and those motions that were presented and 

passed during my last visit to National Headquarters 

in September.  There is not very much to report on to 

you. 

We did receive from the Quartermaster General 

notiʝcation that National has wrapped up the ʝnancial 

statement audit for the ʝscal year ending August 31, 

2025.  The audit conducted by Pickett, Chaney & 

McMullen went very well again this year.  It was a 

very good year ʝnancially for the VFW. 

Upcoming soon will be the selection of recipients for 

the VFW National Awards which will be presented at 

the 2026 National Convention in Reno pending 

approval from the National Council of Administration.  

Recommendations for the following awards are open 

for nominations. 

VFW Distinguished Fraternal Award 

To recognize VFW members or citizens who have 

furthered the aims or ideas of VFW 

camaraderie. Nominations must show how the 

nominee displayed eʜorts to preserve and 

strengthen a spirit of good friendship and 

loyalty among VFW members, assisted 

surviving spouse/orphans of deceased 

members, or assisted vulnerable and at-risk 

comrades above and beyond what others 

would or have done. 

 

VFW Distinguished Patriotic Award 

To recognize VFW members or citizens in 

recognition of their local or national patriotic 

activities. Nominations must show how the 

nominee displayed eʜorts that fostered true 

patriotism by showing and demonstrating a 

feeling of passion, devotion, and loyalty to 

America and extended the institutions, 

traditions, customs, and establishments of 

American Freedom above and beyond what 

others would normally do. 

NCM continued on page 8 
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NEW YORK STATE OVERSEAS VETERAN 

Comrades,  

As we wrap up one year and head into another, I 

would like to review 2025.  We began the year with 

our expansion in New York City. It has come a long 

way. In January, we had two full-time VSOs working 

in the Manhattan Regional Oʟce. Both squeezed into 

a 10ft-by-10ft oʟce. We brought in two more VSOs 

in April and moved into a large oʟce that easily 

accommodates all our VSOs. In May, the VSOs along 

with representatives from the NYC Department of 

Veterans Services and the VA participated in an 

outreach event at Citi Field, home of the New York 

Mets. The event was a great success with close to 

300 veterans attending. Also in May, the New York 

City oʟce was inspected by the VFWɍs National 

Veteran Service and received high marks on their 

report card. 

At the national level, the Post/District Service Oʟcer 

went away. The new position of Post (District) 

Beneʝts Advisor was formally adopted at the National 

Convention in August.  The biggest takeaway, the 

PBA will not handle any Federal (VA) claim related 

stuʜ but will be the subject matter expert on local (to 

include State) beneʝts available to veterans and 

families. The updated guide for the Post Beneʝts 

Advisor is available on the VFWɍs website. Nationally, 

over $16 billion in veteranɍs compensation and 

pension was recovered. In New York State, $187 

million was recouped for veterans and eligible family 

members represented by the VFW. 

As the year ends, we added two more VSOs in NYC 

and a new VSO in Albany. Another is in the works for 

NYC to begin the new year. This will give us 12 full 

time VSOs, a long way from four full time VSOs when 

I started working for the VFW in 2018. In 2025 the 

VFW reached an agreement with the National 

Association of County VSOs for the cross 

accreditation of their VSOs. This gives us more 

representation at the local level, expanding our VSO 

accessibility. 

Looking towards 2026, we expect to continue to 

expand our clientele of veterans and family  

Director Veteran Services continued on page 9 

NCM Continued from page 7 

VFW Distinguished Historical Award 

To recognize VFW members or citizens for 

contributions to a better understanding of our 

American way of life, history, and institutions. 

Nominations must show how the nominee 

displayed eʜorts that perpetuated the memory 

and history of our dead and/or displayed the 

importance of American history and why that 

history is important in our institutions above 

and beyond what others would do. 

 

VFW Distinguished Citizenship Award 

To recognize VFW members or citizens for service 

rendered through outstanding charitable 

endeavors to the country or local eʜorts. 

Nominations must show how the nominee 

displayed a high level of benevolent actions 

and philanthropic allegiance supporting 

veterans, civil, political and social rights that 

exempliʝes the duties and privileges of being 

an American citizen above and beyond what 

others would do. 

 

VFW Distinguished Education Award 

To recognize VFW members or citizens for 

outstanding contribution to the education of 

the intrinsic values of American freedom and 

citizenship. Nominations must show how the 

nominee exempliʝed through formal, informal 

or non-formal educational work that teaches 

the best attributes of patriotism and intrinsic 

values of knowledge through everyday life 

above and beyond what others would do. 

 

If you know of a deserving candidate, nominations 

are due by March 6, 2026, via the Programs 

Dashboard tool.  If you cannot access the 

Programs Dashboard, work with your District 

Commander and/or the State Adjutant.  For 

amplifying information or questions, you can  

NCM continued on page 9 

Past State Commander continued from page 7 

 I want to wish every comrade and your families a 

Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year, be safe as 

you travel to be with your families, reach out and 

check on your comrades and members and let 

them know we are here and care for them.   

   

Yours in Comradeship 

Daniel L. Kell 

Immediate Past Commander 
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Jesse Figueroa 
COMMANDER 
DISTRICT 1 

Director of Veteran Services continued from page 

8  

members, assisting them with their VA beneʝts. The 

two-year renovation project at the Buʜalo VA Regional 

Oʟce has ʝnally ʝnished.  We will be back full-time in 

our new oʟce with three full-time VSOs daily. For 

those that are familiar with the old oʟce, the new one 

is still on the sixth ʞoor, but the VAɍs Public Contact 

oʟce is now on the ʝrst ʞoor. We are looking forward 

to 2026 and the continued expansion of the services 

we provide. 

 
Yours in Comradeship 
Colin Anderson 
Director of Veterans Services 

NCM continued from page 8 

email VFW Director of Programs Lynn Rolf III at 

LRolf@vfw.org. 

Just as a reminder the Online Membership System 

(OMS) will be shutting down at 4:00 PM CST on 

December 31, 2025, Any transactions that are 

submitted through OMS on Dec. 31, up to the 

closing time, will be posted to Memstats and Post 

Query later that evening and available for viewing 

the morning of Jan. 6, 2026. Mail received at 

National Headquarters prior to Dec. 30, 2025, will 

be processed and counted in the December total. 

The mail received after that date, regardless of the 

postmark date, will not be counted in the December 

total. We suggest you have your Posts mail in their 

membership as early as possible or take advantage 

of the Online Membership System tools. 

  

The OMS system will be back online for the 

submittal of transactions by 4:00 p.m. CST, Jan. 1, 

2026; however, membership transactions that are 

processed will not be posted to Memstats until all 

pertinent data is secured and veriʝed. This should 

occur on (or before) Jan. 6, 2026. 

National is on track in meeting National 

Commander Carol Whitmoreɍs goal of 101%.  As of 

this writing, the Department is a 91.32% and we 

are ahead of last year at this point in time.  Keep 

looking to renew those unpaid members in your 

Post.  It is a diʟcult time of the year weatherwise 

and the holidays coming very soon but donɍt get 

behind the eight ball on recruiting.  If we let up, we 

get farther behind and it gets very diʟcult to play 

catch-up.  Some Districts are still holding Oʟcer 

Training Seminars.  If you are looking to make All-

State there is still time to meet the end of the year 

deadline to complete your training requirement.  

 

In closing, I would like to wish you and yours a 

Very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

 

 
Gene Ratigliano, PSC 

National Council Member 

Greetings everyone, 
 
Itɍs been a busy three months here in District 1. 

Oʟcial Visits for October through December 2025: 

Oct 12 Ɉ Columbus Day & Veterans visit (Staten 

Island) 

Oct 13 Ɉ BK CB10 Meeting: Coʜey-Wilson Sq. 

renaming (Brooklyn) 

Oct 20 Ɉ NY1 News Interview at VFW Post 551 

(Queens) 

Oct 25 Ɉ Buʜalo Soldiers Association Veterans Day 

Parade (Brooklyn) 

Oct 29 Ɉ Veterans Appreciation Breakfast, USAG Fort 

Hamilton (Brooklyn) 

Oct 31 Ɉ St. Albans VA CLC Halloween Party (Queens) 

November 

Nov 1 Ɉ Veterans Appreciation Parade, Restoration 

Plaza (Brooklyn) 

Nov 6 Ɉ Veterans Appreciation Day, Our Lady of Hope 

Church (Queens) 

Nov 9 Ɉ Veterans Day Mass & Parade (Queens) 

Nov 10 Ɉ USMC 250th Birthday & Veterans Day 

Ceremony, VAMC (Brooklyn) 

Commander District 1 Continued on page 10 
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Nov 11 ï Veterans Day at VFW Post 150 (Queens) & Post 

5806 (Brooklyn) 

Nov 12 ï Support: AA Flight 587 Memorial (Queens) 

Nov 22 ï Thanksgiving with VA CLC residents at VFW Post 

260 (Queens) 

Nov 27 ï Thanksgiving at VFW Post 5806 (Brooklyn) 

Dec 6 ï VFW Post 1574 Meeting (Staten Island) 

Dec 7 ï Pearl Harbor Ceremony & District 1 Meeting, VFW 

Post 1896 (Queens) 

Dec 8 ï Trees For Troops (Oceanside Ÿ JFK Airport) 

Dec 10 ï Community Mayors Operation Santa Claus (JFK 

Airport) 

Dec 12 ï Visit to VA Outpatient Clinic (Staten Island) 

Dec 14 ï Support: NY Transit Museum Nostalgia Holiday 

Train (MTA) 

 

Yours In Comradeship, 

Jesse Figueroa 
District 1 Commander 
VFW Department of New York 

 Comrades, 

Fall is always a ʞurry of activities. The district held 

their ʝrst OTI on November 1st; 24 oʟcers and post 

members received the training.  An additional OTI 

will be held on Sunday, 25 January for anyone still 

interested in learning more about oʟcersɍ duties and 

VFW programs. 

Patriotɍs Pen and Voice of Democracy competitions 

were held at both the post and district levels, 

congratulations to the winners and good luck at the 

department competition!   

The 2025 District 2 winners for Patriotɍs Pen are:   

1ST PLACE: Grace Gordon 
So. Orangetown Middle School, Grade 7 
Post 1615 
 

District 2 Commander continued on page 12 
 

Comrades,  

As the Holiday Season approaches, ʝrst and 

foremost I wish you each a joyous holiday 

celebration. For those that may not be able to 

celebrate surrounded by family, be assured that 

you are not forgotten. Thank you for your service.  

In my last newsletter article, I spoke about service 

and comradeship. Since then, I have been pleased 

as I have visited and communicated with Posts 

throughout the District to note the following. 1) 

Many of our Posts are reaching out to invite more 

veterans to join with us. Either as members if 

eligible or as fellow veterans with common 

experiences. Posts have been actively engaging in 

activities such as trips to West Point for a football 

game, golf outings, ARMY/Navy football game 

parties, Veterans Day celebrations, Christmas 

parties, and appropriate family-centered activities. 

2) We have had a considerable amount of 

participation in the Patriot Pen, Voice of 

Democracy, and Teacher of the Year programs. 3) 

Our posts have organized drives to support food 

drives locally and for the VA food Pantry at 

Stratton VA Facility. 4) Our Posts have provided 

meals for Veterans and as community outreach for 

the elderly and less fortunate.  

It is my desire that all involved realize that you 

ARE making a diʜerence. Keep up the good work!  

Respectfully and gratefully,  

Michael Andreadakis  

Commander District 3 
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